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THEOLOGICAL. 


For the Gospe Advoerte. 
REMARKS BY ANOTHER LAY MEMBER ON 
THE RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF THE LAITY. 


Ix isnot a little gratifying to witness 
symptoms of an increasing interest, felt 
by the faity, in the welfare and growth 
ofthe church. In the clergy, generally, 
there has always been seen a prevail- 
ing zeal and diligence in preserving the 
purity, and promoting the increase of 
the members of our communion. Their 
bestenergies have becn devoted to the 
object; but their zeal has often been 
allayed, and sometimes almost exhaust- 
ed, by the-indifference manifested by 
their lay brethren, in seconding their 
endeavours. Indeed it must not be de- 
nied, for it cannot be concealed, that a 
coldness, almost criminal,- in regard to 
the distinguishing excellences of our 
discipline and our worship, is betrayed 
by too many of those, who habitually 
attend the services of the church. The 
natural, and almost necessary, conse- 
quence of this upon our clergy is, to 
lead them to despondency. _ It is well, 
if it does not produce negligence and 
indifference. 

If the many respectable members of 
our church, the sincerity’ of whose at- 
tachment to her ordinances cannot be 
questioned, could be once excited to an 
attention to this subject; if they could) 
be brought to feel but one half the love 
and veneration for the. offices of the 
church through the week, which they 
unquestionably feel on Sunday ;_ it is 
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not easy to foresee the happy conse- 
quences flowing from such a state of 
things. 

1 have been led to these reflections 
by the perusal of an article in the last 
number of the Gospel Advocate, with 
the signature of 1 Lay Member, While 
the general drift of-that communication 
afforded me much pleasure, | was sor 
to observe that the writer had fallen in- 
to some errours of fact, which naturally 
excited considerable alarm in his mind. 
It is with a view to relieve him from a 
troublesome degree of anxiety, which 
seems to be without a sufficient cause, 
that I offer this note for your next num- 
ber. 

The first convention in this state, of 
which the laity composed a part, was 
held at Salem, in the year 1790. At 
that convention, a constitution was fram- 
ed, by the first article of which a con- 
vention of the clergy and lay delegates 
from every parish was appointed to be 
held annually, in the month of May, at 
Koston. It was according so hoiden, 
unti] within three or four years last past, 
The writer of thisarticle was for many 
years a member of the convention, and 
well recollects the constant complaints of 
clerical as well as lay members, on the 
neglect of parishes in the election of 
delegates,or of those delegates in attend- 
ing the meetings of conventions. Va- 
rious attempts were from time to time 
made, to procure a more full represen- 
tation of the laity. In these attempts 
the clergy beartily concurred. In truth 


_ they generally originated with them. 
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In the year 1817,a eommittee wag y terests of the church. [It would be un- 


appointed to revise the contitution, aid 
to propose amendments. A majority 
of this committee belonged to Boston ; 
yet with a view to procure a fuller at- 
tendance of Jay members, .or at any 
rate, that the members of the different 
congregations might alternately take an 
interest. in the establishment, they re- 
ported an alteration, by which the con- 
veations should thereafter be assembled 
at a less busy season, and at such place 
as the preceding convention should 
agree upon. This amendment was 
adopted,and accordingly, since the year 
abovementioned, the annual convention 
has been held -t Newburyport, Salem, 
Hanover, Caffibridge and Dedham, re- 
spectively, and not once in Boston. 
Whether the effect, so unanimously de- 
sired, ofa fuller meeting of the laity, 
has followed upon this arrangement, the 
writer of thisis not able to say. if it 
has not, the fault must be charged any 
where rather than upon the convention 
especially the glerical members, or 
the members from the several churches 
ia Boston. 

Ne vote was passed, nor is it believ- 
ed by the writer of this that any motion 
was made, at the late convention al 
Dedham, ‘* that all future state conven- 
tions should be held at Boston.” It is 
true that Boston was appointed for the 
meeting of the next annual convention : 
and there seems no good reason why the 
capital should ‘not have its turn with 
other towns on the coast. is. said Loo, 
that this measure was eter on the 
motion of a gentleman, whose residence 
is between thirty and forty miles from 
the metropolis. 

A Lay Member is not correct in bis 
suggestion, that all the members of the 
standing cofamittee, chosen at the late 
convention, are of Boston. ‘This has 
seldom; if ever, been ibe case. If, how. 
ever, it were so, perhaps such a meas- 
ure would find a suflicient apelogy in 
the fact, that al] the labours of the com- 
mittee. are gratuitous ; and should there- 
fore be, made as little burdensome to 
its nembers as is consistent with the in- 


reagonable #6 claim of gentlemen to 
leave their homes, and incur expenses, 
without reimbursement, when the ser- 
vices required them might, in their 
opinion, be as well performed by others, 
without inconvenience or expense. On 
this subject three facts may be added. 
1. Of the last standing commiitee, one 
member only of six resided in Boston. 
2. In several dioceses the standing com- 
mittees are selected exclusively from 
among the clergy. \3. In all the states 
throughout the union, in which there 
are great cities, excepting Maryland 
and Massachusetts, it is a general rule 
tv choose the standing vie te from 
the clergy and laity of the metropolis,* 
This brief statement, it is hoped, will 
in some good degree relieve the lay 
member from his apprehensions ; for 
which, it is sincerely believed, there 
are at present not the smallest grounds. 
It is very satisfactory, however, and 
must give pleasure to every true son of 
the church, to observe that a watchful 
eye is directed to the doings of our con- 
ventions, and that no-encroachment on 
our ecclesiastical rights and privileges 
can be attempted by the clergy, with- 
out at oncé engaging the attention of 
those of the other order. Whenever 
such an attempt shall be discovered, or 
even anticipated, it “shall receive the 
most poiuted animadversion of 
ANOTHER LAY MEMBER. 
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For the Gospel Advocate. 
Orr countrymen have been frequently 
reproached in British periodical publi- 
cations with corrupting the purity of 


* The exception in Baltimore probably 
arises from the cireumstance that the standing 
committee in Maryland is composed solely of 
clergymen ; and in the other dioceses this 
fimitation of choice, so far from being con- 
sidered as a hardship, has been resorted to as 
a measure of convemence. It has heen found, 
by experience, that the laity will not attend as 
members of a body, which is obliged to meet 
so frequently, unless they reside in the place 
where the meetings are beld. 
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our common language; by unnecessari- 


ly introducing new words ‘and phrases, 
or employing good words in sens¢s Which 
are not authorized by ariy correct wri- 
ter. That there is some foundation for 
this chatge, it is in vain to deny } and 
instead of being angry at such sugges- 
tions, it would surely be wiser to give 
less occasion for them. Considering 
that so many of our citizens nearly con 
fine their reading to newspapers, and 
other ‘tight publications of the day, it 
i$ a subject of regret that more pains 
have not been taken by the conductors 
of these popular vehicles of information 
to keep them free from those solecisms, 


with whichthey too nitich abourid ; and’ 


which almost’ seem fo justily the ap- 
prehension expressed in a laté nimber 
of the Quarterly Review, that We are 
in danger ina few centuries of deviating 
so far from the purity of our vernacular 
tongue, that the writings of Johnson and 
Burke will become almost unintelligible 
on this side of the Aflantick. Among 
other barbarisms, which painfully ar- 
rest our attention, is one, that we would 
gladly’ see checked, before it gains a 
more extensive currency. In the con- 
troversies which have been agitated on 
the priti¢iples of our church, we hear 
thuch of * episcopalianism,” and “ the 
episcopalian wotship.”” The term 
episcopalian, used as a substantive, to 
express a member of the charch of 
England, or of the protestant episcopal 
church of America, may perh.ps be 
tolerated, although not to be found in 
any English lexicon that we have seen. 
As, however, it is destitute of any good 
usage in the standards of the language, 
and in its termination has a sectarian 
sound, we should be willing to avoid it, 
even at the expense of a little circum- 
locution. 

But we uiterly protest against using 
the term as an adjective, as employed 
in the instance quoted above. Why 
should we discatd the authorized term 
emscopal, for this ill-sounding and un- 
necessary word ? The awkward deriv- 
ative episcopalianism, seems to be used 
for episcopacy, a good English word, 
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which Was'qbite sufficient for the pur- 
poses of our’honest forefathers; who 
were Teer to this ridiculous inno- 
vation, ‘The word complained of is 
also reprehensible on the ground of its 
sectarian ‘termination. We are quite 
tired of this disagreeable ending, from 
its frequent occurrence in the writings 
of modern.polemicks,and therefore wish 
to usé it as little as possible. In the 
present instance it is worse than unne- 
cessaty.” Believing the communion, of 
which we are members, to be a Jegiti- 
mate branch of the catholick church, we 
have no inclination to encourage forms 
of speech, which savour of a sectarian 
meaning. If those, who think it néces- 
sary to attack the venerable and apos. 
tolick church to which we have the hon- 
our and happiness to belong, are at the 
same time disposed to wage war against 
their native language, we cannot help 
it; but we would earnestly recommend 
to members of that church, to avoid in 
their writings and conversation the use 
of such expressions as have been re. 
probated, both from a just respect for 
themselves, and a filial regard for their 
mother tongue. X. 


For the Gospel Advoeate. 


THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT.—EX- 
TRACTED FROM AN ENGLISH .PUBLI- 
CATION 

Tue sermon, which our blessed Lord 

delivered from the mount, is one of the 

most remarkable passages in sacred 
scripture ; and well deserves the-seri- 
ous attention of all, who profess to be 
his disciples. Itis a valuable collection 
of the most important traths and pre- 
cepts, contained in the fewest words, 
and expressed in the plainest language. 
"tis a full explanation of the strict and 
spiritual nature of that divine law which 
was, at firsty given ta man, as the rule 
of his life ; and it holds up a perpetual 
standard of righteousness, to “* convince 
the world of sin,” und to show mankind 
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their need of a Saviour, — Itis a striking 
déscription of that renewed nature, to 
which the gospel invites our fallen race ; 
and it stands, to every age, as a fair 
pattern of the purity and extent of chris. 
tian practice: 11 is well fitted to touch 
the consciences of men ; and to dispose 
them to seek peace with God, ‘‘ through 
the belief of the truth, anc ‘the gancti- 
fication of the Spirit.” It is équally 
useful for displaying the character of re- 
vealed truth, that it is a doctrine. ac- 
cording to godliness; and for describing 
the influence of the Holy Spirit, that its 
fruit is in all’ goodnéss. It thus serves at 
once to rouse men to repent and believe 
the gospel ; and also guard them from 
perverting and abusing its gracious 
truths. 

Such is a short view of the general 
use of this sermon on the mount; but 
its particular ‘subjects are of the ut- 
most variety and importance. In the 
course of this divine address, our Lord 
points out the sources of true happi- 
ness, and the dispositions particularly 
required in his disciples. He puts them 
in mind of the great benefit, which they 
might be to the world in general ; and 
exhorts them to exemplary goodness of 
every kind. He explains. an@ estab- 
lishes the moral law, which the Jewish 
teachers had corrupted and debased. 
He forbids, particularly, al] evil desires, 
contentions, and revenge ; and recom- 
mends, very strongly, al] the opposite 
virtues. ‘He warns his followers against 
the indulgence of vain glory, and the 
desire of human applause, in their - re- 
ligious duties. He dissuades them from 
the love of the present evil world ; from 
unreasonable anxiety, and,from earth- 
ly cares. He condemns, severely, all 
rash judgments, and uncharitable cen- 
sures. He points out the advantages 
of prudence, prayer, and perseverance 
in their christian course. He solemn- 
ly urges’them to the utmost vigour and 
diligence, in pursuit of heav enly things ; 
and puts them on their guard against 
all seducers from the way of righteous- 
ness and truth. He illustrates, in a 
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striking manner, the wisdom of true re- 
ligion ; and.presses upon his hearers a 
practical regard to every divine. pre- 
cept. Eyery sentence, in short, is full 

{the most useful and interesting in- 
struction ; and js well worthy of a par- 
Seuiat consideration. 

. “ And seeidg the multitudes he 
mn up into a mountait; and when 
he was. set, his disciples came unto 
him.” 

Here itis to be recollected, that Je- 
sus had now tray elled through the great- 
er part of Galilee and the neighbouring 
places, “ preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom, and bealing all manner of sick- 
ness and all, manner of disease among 
the people.”’. His fame, however, bad 
gone still farther,, and even went 
** throughout all Syria.” His gracious 
works had attracted the notice, raised 
the curiosity, and called forth the grati- 
tude of the various inhabitants of that 
country. ‘* There followed him,” it is 
said in the conclusion of the preceding 
chapter, ‘ great multitudes of people 
from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and 
from Jerusalem, and from Judea, and 
from beyond Jordan.” 

Seeing these multitudes of human 
beings in the darkness of ignorance, 
wandering,as sheep without a epherd, 
he was moved with compassion. He 
beheld a vast assembly of people, drawn 
together by the fame of his miracles, 
gathered around him, in expectation of 
new wonders; looking upon him, as 
their promised Messiah ; hoping, every 


moment, that he would declare himselt 


in that character; longing to witness 
the triumphs, which, they trusted, he 
was about to give them over their ene 
mies; and full of the other false no. 
tions, which then prevailed among the 
Jews, respecting the divine Deliverer 
for whom they looked. 

The Redeemer of men was wellaware 
of the evil and danger of such notions ; 
and he instantly prepares to remove 
them. He had proved, by his miraecu- 
lous works, his autherity to teach the 
people: and he was, at that moment, 
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the object of their highest admiration. 
He had thus secured their attention to 
whatever he might say, and he seems 
to ‘have embraced the present, as a 
good opportunity for giving them a more 
distinct view Of the nature of lis doc- 
trine, and the character of his kingdom, 

* And seeing the multitudes, he went 
up into a mountain.” 
| ‘There is po occasion to seek any 

mystery or particular meaning in this 
circumstance, that our Lord went up 
into a mountain, to deliver his sermon. 
The most natural and evident reason, 
which can be given for his doing so, is 
certainly this ; that he might thus be 
more easily and attentively beard, by 
the great multitudes who surrounded 
him. There are various opinions 
among interpreters, as to the particular 
mountain to which Jesus now went ; 
and many suppose it to kave been the 
same upon which he was alterwards 
transfigured. But all that can be said, 
with any certainty, on the subject, is, 
that. it was situated near the sea of 
Galilee, in the neighbourhood of which 
our Lord had been teaching for some 
lime. 

** And when he was set, his disciples 
eame untoshim.” 

Contrary to the custom of the pres- 
ent times, the Jewish teachers used to 
deliver their instructions in the posture 
of sitting, while their hearers generally 
stood, and sometimes sat before them 
in the form of a half circle. Hence, 
when Jesus had thus sat down upon a 
higher ground, this was considered as 
an intimation, that he intended to ad- 
dress the people; ‘‘ and his disciples 
eame unto him.” By his disciples, we 
are here to understand, not merely the 
twelve apostles, but All who were at- 
tached to his person and his doctrines. 
These first drew near to listen to bis 
instructions; and the multiiude, in gene- 
ral, we may suppose, followed their ex- 
ample. reo 

2. ** And he opened his mouth and 
taught them, saying.” 

It has been observed, that the ex- 
pression, ‘“‘he opened his mouth,” is 
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frequently. used by, eastern writers, 
when they mean to intimate, that any 
one began to speak upon some | impor- 
tant subject, or solemn occasion. . lin- 
portant, unquestionably, was the sub- 
ject, and solemn the occasion, upon 
which our Lord now. ‘‘ opened. his 
mouth.” A teacher sent,from, heaven 
—-that teacher,the eternal Son of God— 
now visible on earth, and clothed in the 
nature of man—revealing. to) ignorant 
creatures the will of their. Maker— 
pointing out fo wanderers the way of 
peace—addressing himself to fallen, 
yet immortal beings—preparing them 
to receive the gracious plan of their re- 
storation—and opening to their view 
the glories of eternal life. Can you 
conceive any occasion more solemn, 
any subject more important, any sight 
more interesting? ‘The Saviour of the 
world is uttering the words of grace and 
truth. The sons of men are hearkening 
to his voice, The eye of God is be- 
holding them with complacency, The 
angels in heaven are rejoicing in the 
blessed work, The whole spectacle is 
full of ** glory to God and good will to- 
wards men.” ‘This sublime scene is 
not yet altogether passed away... The 
same divine words are still addressed 
to the human race, The same Saviour 
is still teaching you by bis word and 
spirit. The same God is still bebold- 
ing and blessing all such employments. 
The same heavenly host is still rejoic- 
ing in the progress of sacred truths. 
The same benefits do still accompany 
the words of salvation. ‘* He that hath 
éars to hear, let him hear.’” 


a 


For the Gospel Advocate, 
ON EARLY ATTENDANCE AT CHURCH. 


To remember the sabbath day and keep 
itholy, is one of those sacred injunc- 
tions, which, under circumstances of 
Aa ig solemnity, God delivered to 
Moses from mount Sinai, and which he 
designed to be of perpetual obligation. 
In the institution of the sabbath the 
supreme Lawgiver, though not unmind- 
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ful of the témpotal’ comfort of his ra- 
tional ofispritig, had principally in view 
their spifitual welfare!’ While thé re- 
tur of this holy day brings with it rest 
from the ‘cares and pursuits of the world, 
is is intétided, chiefly;'as a season of 
preparation for that test, which temains 
for the people’ of God. Hence the 
sanctification of the sabbath has always 
been considered as consisting, not merc- 
ly in abstinence from worldly business 
and’ pleasure, but principally in the 
more immediate worship and service of 
our Maker, in ‘the diligent use of those 
means which are appointed to promote 
our growth in grace, and inthe know- 
ledge of our Lord and Sudtour, Jesus 
Christ. Pre-eminent among these is the 
publick worship of almighty God, a 
duty répeatediy enjoif™ in scripture, 
afid recommended by the example of 
the wise and good of every age. No 
one, who duly reflects on the nature and 
importance of this duty, can be indif: 
férent with régard to the manner in 
whieh it is performed. He will re- 
methber the caution of the wise man, 
“ Keep thy foot, when thou goest into 
the house of God, and be more ready 
to hear than to give the sacrifice of 
fools.” As often as he enters the sanc- 
tuary, the language of bis deportment 
will be; * How dreadful is this place ! 
This is none other but the house of God, 
and this is the gate of heaven.”” How 
devoutly is it to be wished that such were 
the sentiments and conduct of all who 
compoge our worshipping assemblies, 
Then would the worship of the church 
on earth, bear a neater resemblance’to 
that of the church triumphant in hea- 
ven. Then should we worship the 
Lord in the beauty of holiness, and 
God, even our own God, would give 
us his blessing. 

That our publick devotions may be 
conducted with becoming decency and 
order, a séasonable attendance at church 
is indispensably necessaty. “When we 
have once entered upon the duties of 
the satetuary, nothing should occur to 
interrupt the solemnity of the scene, or 
divert the ‘attention of the worshippers. 
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No sound should be ‘heard but the 
breathings of penitence, and the accents 
of prayer and praise. 

In this view, how deeply to be la- 
mented is the ‘practice of many, of en- 
tering the church after the service has 
commenced ? In consequence of this, 
the ardour of devotion in those who 
are already assembled, is damped, and 


their attention distracted by the Noisy 


and confusion which for a season reign 
throughout the assembly ; and the tem- 
ple ‘ot the Most High resembles a place 
of merchandise, rather than a house 
of prayer. In the mean time the Ser- 
vice ffocecds, and several of the most 
imeresting and important parts of it 
are concluded, before 4 portion of the 
congregation are prepared to engage in 
the solemnities of the place. Who does 
not feel and deplore the effects of a 
practice so unfriendly to the high and 
holy purposes for which we assemble 
and meet together ? Is not a refortna- 
tion in this respect desirable? Is it wot 
practicable ? Let those who have hither- 
to been delinquent, leave their dwellings 
but a few minutes earlier than ‘they 
have been accustemed to do, and the 
evil is removed. Is this an unreason- 
able request ? Can it possibly require 
exertions, which any will be unWilling 
tomake, who are desirous of promoting 
the prosperity of our Zion, or contribut- 
ing to the order and beauty of her 
worship ? Who does not daily make 
infinitely greater sacrifices to procure 
some temporary advantage, or some 
short lived pleasure? If we readily 
submit to so many inconveniences in 
pursuif of a corruptible crown, and will 
suffer none for the sake of one which is 
incorruptible, is pot evident, that we 
love and serve the creature more than 
the Creator, who is blessed for ever ? 
Besides remedying the evil of which 
we complain, an early attendance at 
church would be accompanied with 
many positive advantages. Who, that 
duly considers the character of the 
Being whom he approaches in the exer- 
cises of publick devotion, the nature of 
the worship which he requires, and his 
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own unworthiness, does not feel the 
propriety dnd force of the admonitions 
“ Be not rash with thy mouth, and let 
not thine heart be hasty to utter any 
thing before God ; for God is. in hea- 
ven, and thou upon earth; therefore 
let thy words. be few.’’ ‘* Betore thou 
prayest, prepare thyself.”’ Considering 
also the trequency with which seasons 
ef publick worship occur, and the ten- 
dency of familiarity with any duty to 
beget lukewarmness or indifference in 
the performance of jt, who has not 
reason to fear, lest he be found among 
those, who draw near to God with their 
mouths, and honour him with their lips, 
while their bearts are far fram him ? Hf, 
then, previous preparation be necessary, 
what time, and .¢e, can be more suit- 
able for this purpose, than immediately 
before we engage in the solemn duty, 
and the church where prayer is wont to 
be made ? When, and where, will the 
dread of Omnipotence be more likely 
to fali upen us, and his excellency 
make us afraid? The sanctity of the 
place, the affecting rites which are 
there performed, the oftgepeated, and 
perhaps oft-forgotten vow, called to 
remembrance, the recollection of the 
gracious promises, ‘‘ In all places, where 
1 record my name, I will come unto 
thee and bless thee ;’’ ** Where two or 
three are met together in my name, there 
am l in the midst of them’’—these and 
a thousand other circumstances, con- 
spire to arrest the attention, to banish 
worldly thoughts, to solemnize — the 
mind, and to raise the soul from earth 
to heaven. To these, and similar con- 
siderations, the sincere worshipper will 
add his fervent prayers for the assist- 
ance of the Holy Spirit, to sanctify his 
heart and enable him“to offer unto God 
an acceptable sacrifice. Suppose a 
full assembly, with minds thus prepared, 
with aflections thus elevated: —~ what hu- 
mility and reverence, what life and 
animation, what solemnity of manner 
and fervency of spirit, would character- 
ize. their publick devotions, Should 
we not bave reason to hope that the 
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vision.in the Apocalypse, was about to 
be realized—** Behold the tabernacle 
of God is, with men; and he will dwell 
with them, and they shall be his peo- 
ple, and Ged himself shall be with them, 
and be their God !”’ r 
From the want of this previous pre- 
paration, arise that listlessness and in- 


difference which too..generally mark 


our deportment in the house of prayer. 
We come up to the temple with our 
minds filled with vain thoughts and 
worldly cares. Hence the sublime 
strains contained in the service—strains 
which might warm an angel’s heart—fall 
upon the ear, or pass the lips unaccom- 
panied by corresponding sentiments of 
devotion, Is it surprising that persons, 
who come to church in such a frame, 
should-call our worship an unmeaning 
service, and exclaim, What a weariness 
is it? When will it be ended? To 
render these exercises. interesting and 
delightful to us, we must feel their 
adaptation to our wants and necessities, 
we must possess the spirit of the pybli- 
can, when he smote upon his breast 
and cried, ‘‘ God be merciful to me a 
sinner.” We must feel the burden of 
the sins which we confess; our hearts 
must glow with the gratitude which we 
utter with our lips ; we must be sensible 
of our dependance on God for what we 
implore, for all those thangs which are 
requisite and. necessary, as well for the 
body as the soul. Ina word we must 
bring with us humble, lowly, penitent, 
and obedient hearts,. If we come thus 
prepared, we shall find. it good for 
us to draw near unto God. We shall 
be made joyful in bis house of prayer. 
We shall esteem one day, in his courts, 
better than a thousand: But how can 
this preparation be attained without 
previous self-examination, meditation, 
and prayer? Ashort interval previous 
to each season of publick worship devot- 
ed to this purpose, would, by the di- 
vine blessing, produce @ salutary effect 
on our devotions, and render them 
what they ought to be, our most ration- 
al and most delightful employment. 
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» The preparation, which we are-re- 
commending, is esseatialto the success 
of, our prayers.;: Many, it is toobe fear 
ed, ask, and receive not, because they 
ask .amiss:,.1f -we regard. iniquity. in 
our heart, the Lord,will not hear... In 
vain shalkwe worship. God, if we do 
not worship him in spirit and in truth. 
The direction of St. James upon’ this 
subjectiis, “lf any of you lack wisdom, 
let bim ask of | Gad, that giveth ,to.all 
men liberally, and upbraideth - not ; 
and it shall be given bim. But Jet him 
ask indaith, nothing wavering ; for be 
that wavereth is like a wave of the sea, 
driven with the.wind and tossed. For 
let vet that man think that he shall re 
ceive any thing.of the Lord.” How 
important then is it that we frequently 
examine ourselves, whether we be in 
the. faith, whether we possess those 
principles and dispositions which are 
reyuisite to,render, us acceptable wor 
shippers ?. If it be not a matter of in- 
difference to us, whether our sacrifices 
are an abomination to the Lord, or rise 
with acceptance before him, we shall 
anxiously avail ourselves of every op- 
portunity of acquiring the temper and 
habits of genuine devotion. We shall 
give ourselves no rest till we are able, 
on scriptural grounds, to conclude that 
we are numbered among the true wor- 
shippers, who worship the Father in spi- 
rit and in truth. 

That the reader may see that the 
practice, here recommended, has been 
observed by others, [ quote the follow- 
ing prayer of an eminently pious chris- 
tian, which, his biographer informs us, 
be used in church, before the publick 
service began. \ 

‘¢ Bebold, O Lord, this portion of thy 
family, whom in this place thou bast so 
often visited and favoured ; and who, 
having addicted and given up ourselves 
to thy servige, are here met together 
in behalf of ourselves and of the rest of 
our happy number, and of; all our 
christian brethren, even thy whole 
church. We beseech thee to unite our 
hearts more and more ia thyself, that 
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we may have ‘but one heart,.and one 
mind, as we have batvene design, one 
ann, and hope. . Let-as now welcome 
each, otiver, with hearts full of ddve and 
jeys into thy presence, as we,hope, one 
day, to weicome each. other. -into thy 
presence in glory. | Let our civilres- 
pects, before thy service begins,-be such 
hearty and holy salutations.as the bies- 
sed. Elizabeth gave to the mother of; our 
Lord, and may we have /leave_ to’ say 
to each other,. ** Hail thou, that art fa- 
voured of God ; the Lord.#s with thee.” 
Behold we come, with united hepis, to 
beg of thee the confirming ol thy grace 
and favour; we ¢ome,to present-qur- 
selves .before thee, with, most, thank(ul 
acknowledgments. for thy: mércies re. 
ceived, and to adore thee who hast so 
graciously visited us. We come, bhum- 
bly to implore ef thee strength agamst 
our respective temptations and .ditfiqul- 
ties in lile ; to beseech ihee to supply 
all our weaknesses ; 10 make us happi- 
ly victorious against all.our corruptions; 
and more than conyuerots through, hee 
who hast loved us.» Bat, O eur.beun- 
tiful Lord God, if it be such joy tomeet 
those, whom we love, now ip thy pre- 
sence, what will it be to meet.ten thou. 
sand glorified spirits, each ofavhich we 
shall love infinttely more in thy king- 
dom of glory, than we can doany crea- 
ture here ! Glory be to. thee, O Lord of 
glory and of leve, who hast given us 
such present pleasure in thy service, 
and such comfortable bopes of those 
eternal good things which thou hast pre- 
pared for them that love thee.. Amen.” 


— 


[Tue distractions of society with re- 
gard to religious opinions have so un- 
settled the minds of many well-meaning 
persons, that they are in the utmost 
perplexity what tobelieve. They are 
either unable or unwilling to undergo 
the labour of ‘* proving all things, and 
holding fast that. which isjgood,” and 
they therefore take refuge in the posi- 
tion, that it is a matter of little conse- 
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quence what a man believes, if he be 
only sincere in his belief. But this is 
surely “ another gospel” very differ- 
ent from that which is exhibited to us 
in the new testament. Eternal life is 
declared to be the gift of God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. (Rom vi. 23.) 
As a gift, we must'receive it upon the 
terms prescribed by the Giver; and 
can the place be pointed out in the 
bible, in which it is said that our sin- 
¢cerity in érrour renders us acceptable 
to God? So far from it, St. Paul ex- 
pressly declares, that his sincerity in 
errour obtained for him mercy and 
forgiveness, only when he had repented, 
and become converted from his errour. 
“I verily thought with myself,” said 
he, (that is, I was sincere in the 
opinion.) *“ that | ought to do many 
things contrary to the name’ of Jesus 
of Nazareth, which thing | also did in 
Jerusalem: and many of the saints did 
Eshut up in prison, having received 
authority from the chief priests; and 
when they were put to death, I gave 
my voice against them, and I punished 
them oft in every synagogue, and 
compelled them to blaspheme ; and be- 
jng exceedingly mad against them, I 
perseciited them even unto strange 
cities.” (Acts xxvi. 9,10,11.) Now, 
according to this opinion, that sincerity 
is all that is vecessary to recommend us 
to the favour of God and ensure our 
salvation, St. Paul was as acceptable, 

and his salvation as certain, when he 
was persecuting the church of God, as 
afterwards, when he became one of its 
chief pillars. St. Paul himself, how- 
ever, thought very differently: “I 
thank Christ Jesus our Lord,” he ex- 
claims, ** who hath enabled me, for 
that he counted me faithful, putting 
me into the ministry ; who was before 
a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and 

injurious ; but I obtained mercy, because 
i did it ignorantly iv unbelief.” 1 Tim. 

i. 12, 13. After his mind was better 
enlightened, he pronounced himself to 
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have been the greatest of sinners, (see 
1 Tim. i. 15, 16.—1 Cor. xv. 9,) for 
what he bad done in the sincerity of his 
heart. Ifany of our readers have fallen 
into this pernicious and fatal errour, we 
recommend to their attentive perusal 
the following excellent essay, entitled 
** sincerity no equivalent to the truth,” 
which we have lately met with in one 
of the numbers of the Christian Re- 
membrancer, a periodical work, pub- 
lished in London.] 


From the Christian Remembrancer. 


SINCERITY NO EQUIVALENT TO THE 
TRUTH. 

Or the general value of sincerity in the 
common affairs of life, and more espe- 
cially in our réligious conduct, there 
can be no question. Without it, as we 
all know, the warmest professions of 
friendship, and the most solemn engage- 
ments, are empty and worthless—with- 
out it, our piety, however fair in its 
outward show, and set off with the 
striotest observance of rites and ‘cere- 
monies, is but a wretched hypocrisy, 
useless to ourselves, and insulting to the 
majesty of heaven. Can we then, it 
may be asked, estimate its value too 
highly ? I answer that we may; and 
that we do estimate it too highly, when 
we make it an equivalent to the truth 
itself. Sincerity is confessedly of very 
high importance ; but are we hence to 
conclude, that it is all in all? Because 
sincerity in the profession of the true 
religion is indispensable to our salva- 
tion, is it to become a matter of indif- 
ference of what religion we are, of what 
communion or denomination, or whe- 
ther we are of any religion, any com- 
munion, or denomination whatever, 
provided we be but sincere in our 
opinions ? Is man on the most momen- 
tous of all questions, to suffer his thoughts 
to follow just where hit caprice and 
fancy may lead, and hope to shelter 
his extravagances under the .plea of 
sincerity ? Is the care of our heavenly 
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Fathér to eémmunicate bis will to man- 
kind, so beautifully described in ‘the 
scriptures, by his sending bis servants 
the prophets, “rising up early, ané& 
sending them ;” are all his admonitions 
to his chosen people to walk steadily 
in his statutes ; aré all the doctrines, 
and precepts, and promises of the gos- 
pel; nay, the very shedding of the 
precious blood of the ever blessed Son 
of God come but to this, that 'a man 
may be equally safe with or without 
them? And yet what is this buta fair 
statement of what. was, and, I fear, 
is still but too prevalent an opinion 
amongst us. Let a man now-a-days, 
deny the divinity of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ; let him broach the 
most uiheard-of doctrines; let him 
dissent from a pure and apostolical 
church, in which be has been born 
and educated, and hitherto passed his 
life ; let him be of this or of that com. 
munion, or of no communien whatever ; 
still, forasmuch as he follows his con- 
science, however uninformed and bias- 
sed, and consequently however unfit a 
jadge in such a matter his conscience 
must be ; forasmuch as he is sincere in 
his profession, and secure of his own 
integrity, he has nothing, we are told, 
to fear from the “divine displeasure, 
however great and fundamental may be 
his errour ; he has every thing to hope 
from the divine favour, even though 
he may have placed himself out of the 
covenant of promise, Yet, surely, 
where the truth is within our reach, it 
is not enough for us to be sincere, un- 
less we ase sincere also in the truth. 
It is not enough that we bave a confi- 
dent persuasion that we are right, for 
this may be the result only of feeling 
and prejudice, but we must have sub- 
mitted this persuasion in the best man- 
ner in our power, to the test of those 
scriptures, (hat are alone “ able,” as 
they themselves declare, “* to make us 
wise unto salvation.”” A man may err, 
even when he is most conscientious in 
his etrour: he may think and feel 
himself to be in the right, and yet be 
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no less in the wrong, Nay,. as Law 
has well remarked, ‘‘ a little knowledge 
of-human nature is. sufficient to. teach 
us, that our sincerity may be often 
charged with guilt; not as if we were 
guilty because we are sincere, but 
because jt may be our own. fault that 
we are sincere in an ill-grounded 
Opinion. It may have been from some 
ill-conduct of our own, some irregue 
larities or abuse of our faculties, that 
we conceive things so wrongly. And 
can we think so much owing to a Sin- 
cerity of opinions, contracted by ill 
habits and guilty behaviour? Certain 
conditions in the way of moral qualifi- 
cations may be considered as aliixed by 
the great Giver of all good gifts, to 
the attainment of the truth. Ifmen, then, 
will not comply with these conditions; 
if they are resolved to bring down the 
word of God to the weak and erring 
decisions of their individual reason, 
and believe nothing that they cannot 
comprehend, though it be in its very 
nature above their comprehension ; if 
they will set up their own unsupported 
and isolated opinions against the inter- 
pretation and doctrines of ages, as. if 
they alone, of all the faithful servants 
of Ged, were blessed with the spirit of 
God, and fitted to declare the truth ; can 
we wonder that they should so often 
err, even when they may be most sin- 
cere? Let me descend, however, more 
to particulars. We have in the holy 
scriptures three persons expressly men- 
tioned,under the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost ; and to these 
three are assi,ned every possible attri- 
bute of divinity. We have the Father 
declared to be God; the Son, God 
blessed for evermore ; the Holy Ghost, 
God, whose temples we are. We have 
many collateral arguments of great 
weight, all tending to the same point. 
We have the authority of the earliest 
and best antiquities decidedly in favour 
of what, for brevity’s sake, has been 
termed the doctrine of the trinity in 
unity: and can we suppose; that be- 
cause aman, in the pride of human rea- 
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son, or from whatever other cause, (God 
knoweth the heart,) chooses to work 
himself into a sincere. disbelief of all 
this, that therefore his errour is blame- 
Jess, nay, for the sake of his sincerity, 
even acceptable to the glorious Being, 
Whose right-he so openly invades ? 
We hear the further mention of a 
visible church, existing as a distinct 
society, under its own laws and rules ; 
governed like its earlier branch, the 
Jewish church, by three separate or- 
ders; by our Lord, as the great shep- 
herd and bishop of our souls, by his 
twelve apostles, and the seventy dis- 
ciples during his abode on earth; and 
on his removal from it, by the apostles, 
atid the bishops their successors, the 
priests and the deacons, in one unin- 
terrupted succession down to the pre- 
sent day. We have this churclr set 
forth as a building titly framed together, 
divided indeed for purposes of external 
communion, into several compartments 
or national churches, yet still but one 
building, one universal‘or catbolick 
church, having ‘‘ one hope, one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, one God, and 
Father of all,” and built upon the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being at once the head and chief 
corner-stone. We are implored even 
by the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
that we all speak the same thing ; that 
there be no division among us; no £e- 
paration from the external communion 
of that branch of ~Christ’s church, of 
which we happen to be members; but 
that we be periectly joined together in 
the same mind, and in the same judg- 
ment. If then, after all these stroug 
testimonies, a man can bring himself 
to believe that there is no mention 
whatever of a visible church in the holy 
scriptures ; no institution of a regular 
otiesthood for the due administration 
of the holy sacramepts, and the convey- 
ance of God’s .gtaces to his penitent 
people ; no warnings against that wan- 
tonness of separation, which is the un- 
happy feature of the present times ; and 
no such thing, in a word, as schism, or 
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the sin of schism, is his sincerity any 
sufficient justification of his errour ? 
We are taught, moreover, to ayoid fool- 
ish questions, to hold fast the fajthful 
word, and contend earnestly for the 
faith once delivered to the saints, and 
testified by the church of God, through 
all ages. If men.then will heap to 
themselves teachers, and suffer them- 
selves to be. carried about by every 
wind of strange doctrine, are they 
the less to blame because they are sin- 
cere in their folly? Far aml, in any 
thing I have now said, from presuming 
to sit in judgment on any individual of 
the numerous sects that are daily rend- 
ing the church of Christ. In errour, or 
out of errour, to his own master he 
standeth or faleth. “But I must con- 
tend, and that most strongly, against 
the general ‘principle, that it isa matter 
of indifference, what our religious opin- 
ions may be, provided that we are but 
sincere in maintaining them ; because 
it isa principle that would go the length 
of asserting, that whatever we conceive 
to be right cannot be wrong ; because 

it would set up sincerity as an equiva- 

lent to the truth, and an equal recom- 

mendation to the divine favour ; hbe- 
cause it would opena privileged door to 

every posgible excess in doctrine, and 

end ultimaiely in the entire subversion 

of religion itself. ‘The only sincerity, 

that can avail us, before whese eyes 
Jesus Christ. has been evidently set 

forth, is sincerity in the truth ; the 

truth, as itis in Jesus. The only course 

to fit ourselves for the reception of this 
truth, is to cultivate the disposition of 
seriousness, humility, and teachable- 

ness ; a readiness to do God’s will, and 

an-earnest desire of, and an entire reli- 

ance op, the assistances of his blessed 

spirit. The only safe guides to the 

knowledge of the truth, exclusive of 
God’s assisting grace, are, 

First, and above all others, the scrip- 
tures, in their plain and legitimate sense. 
And, secondly, what f add without 
fear, and what every day’s experience 
teaches me more and more the value of, 
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the avowed. declarations of our own 


pure.and. apostolical church, the opin- 


ions and interpretations of the most 
pious,and learned of her divires, and 
the acknowledged traditions of the first 
and early christians; and lastly, on our 
own parts, a conscience improved and 
enlightened by, and, referring all its de- 
cisions to, the word of God, and a judg- 
ment freed from the bias of all evil af- 
fections, and consenting, without any 
compromise of its own freedom, to be 
taught and guided by the unerring 
spirit of God. : 


—_— 


BISHOP BROWNELL’S CHARGE. 
(Continued from page 278.) 

I pass from the service of the desk and 
the altar, to the service of the pulpit: 
and here, the same‘sense of your sta- 
tion will dictate to you a like propriety 
of manner You will be grave from a 
sense of the importance of your sub- 
jects, earnest from a desire to impress 
them on the minds of your hearers, and 
affectionate from the relation in which 
you stand tothem. It is only in rela- 
tion to the matter of your publick in- 
structions, therefore, that | can have 
any thing to add. 

You are preachers of the gospel.— 
It should be your principal object, theng 
to lay before your ‘people its distinc- 
tive principles. These are, briefly, 
the natural depravity of man; the 
atonement of the Saviour; the renova- 
tion of the heart by the graces of the 
Holy Spirit ; and the necessity of a liv- 
ing faith, a sincere repentance, and a wil- 
ling obedience to the divine commands. 
And in inculcating these doctrines, you 
will do well to follow the simplicity of 
the gospel ; avoiding those additions, 
and metaphysical subtleties which the 
lovers of systems have incorporated 
with the dogmas of their theology. 
In this respect, the formularies of our 
church afford us an excellent example. 
In her articles, as well as in the general 
tenour of her services, she has preserved 
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a moderation, and manifested .a strict 
conformity to scripture siznplicity;which 
are equally removed from thevscholas- 
tick refinements of the Romish doctors, 
and the metaphysical subtleties of more 
moderna systems. 

On the subject of human depravity, 
the school-men bad taught that!‘ the 
soul of man, notwithstanding the fait, 
continues pure and upvitiated ; the loss 
of original righteousness being the loss, 
not et a connatural quality of the mind, 
but merely of an vnessential: orna- 
ment,’’ and that he is, therefore, by his 
own unassisted efforts, able to deserve 
the grace of God, “ of congriity.”~ 
The modern tollowers of St. Aastin, on 
the other hand, represent fallen nian 
rather as a fiend than as.a human be- 
ings They describe him as‘ wholly 
averse to all good, and wholly inclined 
to.all evil ;’’ so that he is utterly un- 
able, even to co-operate with the Holy 
Spirit in the work ot his conversion. 
Our church declares, that man is “* very 
far gone from original righteousness,’? 
without attempting accurately to de- 
fine the Jimits or the extent of »his de- 
pravity ; while she magnifies the ef- 
ficacy of divine grace, by declaring, 
that he has no natural power to do 
good works, acceptable to God, without 
the assistance of his spirit. 

Equally moderate and evangelical, 
arethe other doctrines of the church: 
She does not limit the benefits of the 
Saviour'’s atonement to a few arbitrarily 
elected individuals, but considers it, in 
consonance with the language of serip- 
ture, as a ** propitiation for the sins of 
the whole world.’ And. in her doc 
trine of the dispensation of divine grace, 
she does not impugn the free mercy of 
God, by maintaining its saving influen- 
ces to be restricted to a certam elect 
number ; nor does she destroy the 
freedom and accountability of man 
by declaring those influences to be ir- 
resistible, and indefectible. She repre- 
sents the graceaof Gud, as given to 
** every man, to profit withal,” but not 


compulsive upon any ; and she conse- . 
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quently: calls-wpon’ all men not to: ** re- 
sist,?-or to ** quench” it, but to co- 
operate with it, in the great work of 
their salvation. ‘These doctrines ;— 
the natural depravity of man; and’ the 
way of salvation by the atonement of 
the Redeemer, and the influences of 
the Holy Spirit, constitute the: tounda- 
tion of the christian-sysiem. To preach 
them as they are contained in the scrip- 
tures, and set forth by the church, must 
be the leading object of your ministry. 
But they are always to be preached in 
connexion with those religious and 
1ral duties which God has enjoined 
on-us. Holiness of heart; piety to 
God, and benevolence to man; with 
all the social and relative duties of 
life, must .be constantly enforced, and 
earnestly inculcated, as the necessary 
fruits of a living faith, in the way of 
salyation. What God has done for 
man, and what he requires of him, 
must. equally and unitedly constitute 
the subjects of your preaching: nor 
are you to be withheld from the first, 
from an apprehension of being thought 
too evangelical, nor deterred from the 
last, from the fear of being stigmatized 
as mere moral preachers. Brethren, 
‘itis a small matter to be judged of 
men; to your own master you must 
stand or fall.” 

In your publick ministrations, it will 
become your duty to defend the faith 
of the church against ‘ all erroneous 
and strange doctrines contrary to God’s 
word,” It isa delicate duty, and will 
require no less of prudence than of 
cbristian charity, for its successful per- 
formance. ‘There are some errours so 
gross that it may be best to confront 
and attack them openly and directly ; 
but, in general, errours are’most suc- 
cessfully refuted by the establishment 
of the truth, It is difficult to persuade 
men, when you publickly and profes- 
sedly set out to .canfute them. The 
moment you declare war against their 
doctrine, they place themselves on 
their guard, and feel themselves en- 
gaged by their pride and self-love to 
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defend it. — But wher you “ give a 
reason of the hope that is in you, with 
meekness and fears”) ‘when men see 
that-you are “* contending for the truth,” 
ratherthan for victory ; they will hear 
you without. hostility, if not without 
prejudice. While, then,’ you bear in 
mind that a proselyting. spirit is not 
the spirit of the church; and are careful 
that the temper of the world mix not 
itself with your zeal for sound doctrine ; 
while you refrain: from ‘usurping the 
prerogative of God, in judging your 
brethren, and attempt not to prescribe 
to the divine justice, whom it shall ex- 
clude from divine»mercy, you are 
bound by your vows of ordination, as 
well as by your regard for “ the truth 
as it is in Jesus,” to contend zealously 
for this truth, and. to use all proper 
means to reclaim men from errour, and 
lead them into those. paths where they 
may meet together *‘ in. the unity of 
the spirit, inthe bond of peace, and in 
righteousness of» life.”’ 

in this spirit, my brethren, and on 
these principles, it will be your duty, 
on all proper occasions, to held up to 
view the distinctive principles of your 
church. This is a privilege freely ex- 
ercised by other denominations of chris- 
tians ; and one which we freely con- 
cede to them. It is not unreasonable, 
then, that we require the like ptivilege 
in return. Indeed it is only by a free 
declaration of the truth, and a zealous 
defence of it, that it can ever be propa- 
gated, or even maintained. 

it is by these means that the epis- 
copal church in Connecticut has: ac- 
quired her growth. A.century ago, 
she numbered not more than eighty 
families within the slate. She can now 
count as many fegularly organized con- 
gregations. And during this time, she 
has had almost every thing to retard 
her prosperity, and no single circum- 
stance to advance it, except the exce!- 
lency of her principles, and the frank 
avowal, and firm supportofthem. Were 
she to cease from this course, situated 
as she is in the midst of a respectable, 
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and much larger denomination of chris- 
tians, she would soon cease to exist. 
Her.clergy, as well as the laity, would 
svon become ignorant of her peculiar 
doctrines, and then indifferent to her 
distinctive character. Under these cir- 
cumstances, there would be nothing to 
counteract that universal law of nature 
by which smaller bodies gravitate to- 
wards larger ones, and the church 
would soon be merged in those reli- 
gious communities with which she is 
surrounded. 

Loving your church, then, my bre- 
thren, and attached to her distinctive 
principles, from a conscjentious convic- 
tion of their excellency and importance, 
you will not think you have faithfully 
discharged your duties to your flocks, 
unless they are fully instructed in-them. 
Nor will you be deterred, by any false 
delicacy, from publicly avowing, and 
firmly defending these distinctive prin- 
ciples, whenever it may be done with 
propriety and-advantage. [na pursuing 
this course, you will not be led of ne- 
cessity to make any direct and gross 
attack upon the sentiments of other re- 
ligious denominations: the simple dis- 
play of truth is generally the best anti- 
dote to errour. _ Much less will you 
feel yourselves called upon to im- 
pugn the motives, the sincerity, or the 
piety, of those who may conscien- 
tiously differ from you. By the mani- 
festation of a christian temper, and the 
exercise of a judicious moderation, you 
will evince to the world that you are 
not merely contending for the dogmas 
of a sect, but for essential doctrines of 
that ‘‘ faith once delivered to the 
saints.”’ 

Liberality of sentiment, upon reli- 
gious subjects, is amiable and com- 
mendable in the sight of all men; and 
ismoreover a bigh christian duty, But 
there is an erroneous principle which 
usurps its name, and which would con- 
found all distinction between truth and 
errour. This spurious liberality pre- 
tends to consider as of no importance 
aj] those varieties of opinion which pre- 
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vail among-different religious denomi- 
nations, and seems to demand that we 
should regard with equal estimation 
the widely differing creeds of all who 
profess the christian name. Such a 
latitudinarian principle, if carried to 
its full extent, would go to the utter de- 
struction of christianity itself. There 
is one denomination which rejects its 
éxternal ordinances ; and another which 
obliterates its most distinctive features 
—the divinity and atonement of the Sa- 
viour. Deprive christianity of these 
characteristicks, and there is but little 
to distinguish it from modern deism. 

This false liberality arises, in a great 
degree, from a mistaken application 
of christian charity ; from extending 
to errours themselves, that indulgence 
which belongs of right only to the per- 
sons who have unwarily and honestly 
fallen into them. Some very pious 
men have leaned too much fowards this 
mistaken charity, from a vain desire of 
abolishing sectarian distinctions, and 
producing a greater harmony among the 
various denominations who profess a 
common christianity. But many of 
those who declaim most loudly in praise 
of liberality, and are the most zealous 
advocates of union, entertain no thought 
of giving up their own peculiar senti- 
ments ;—they merely wish others to 
adopt them. When brought to the 
test, it will appear that they expect all 
the. concession from others, and con- 
sider the ground on which they stand 
themselves, as the only proper basis for 
a union. 

It were much to be wished, indeed, 
that there might be no diversity in the 
faith of christians; since there is but 
one gospel, and one Saviour. But while 
men remain fallible and erring, as they 
are at present, such a consummation Is 
not to be expected. An enlightened 
charity, therefore, will not exhaust 
itself in futile attempts to abolish the 
differences of opinion which prevail 
among the different denominations of 
christians, but will rather direct its el- 
forts to the promotion of a true and 





lf 


le; 
Ww) 


7 


ge OS ee ee 6 gel CO oe Ot tee, OO ae, ee. 6 











: 
j 








4 


| others’ peculiar opinions. 


1824.) 


legitimate, liberality of .sentiment, , It 
will seek to make them ‘* kindly affec- 
tioned one towards another,” and in- 
cite them to a mutual toleration of each 
In the spirit 
of that law which requires us to “ do 
unto others whatsoever we would that 
they should do to us,” it will call upon 
every man, freely to concede to others, 
all that liberty of conscience which he 
requires for himself. Such % long-suf- 
fering and forbearing one another in 
love,’ will have a surer tendency to 
unite christians together “ in the bond 
of peace,” than any hasty combina- 
tions of discordant elements. In_ this 
temper, we shall not be disposed to 
magnify trivial distinctions among chris- 
tians ; and earnestly endeavouring our- 
selves ‘> to keep the unity of the spirit,” 
shall ** grow up. into him in all things, 
which is the head, even Christ: From 
whom the whole body fitly joined to- 
gether, and compacted by that which 
every joint supplieth, according to the 
effectual working in the measure of 
every part, maketh iifcrease of the 
body unto the edifying of itself in 
love.” 

With regard, then, to our union with 
other religious denominations, we may 
cordially associate and co-operate with 


‘them in all secular affairs ;—in all 


humane, literary, and charitable ob- 
jects: nor should differences of faith 
create any dilliculties in the way of 
social intercourse and good neighbour- 
hood ; but in objects purely religious, 
We can form no union with other de- 
anon O88 with which we are sur- 

nded, without either abandoning im- 
Kai taut principles, or incurring, if we 
adhere to them, the imputation of sec- 
tarian bigotry. While, therefore, we 
concede to others the same right, let 
us pursue our religious and ecclesiasti- 
cal affairs according to the regulations 
and institutions of our church; with- 
out any mistaken attempts to compro- 
mise, iv matters of conscience. Nor 
let us think that we are violating any 
principle of christian charity when we 
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freely avow and firmly maintain our 
distinctive principles. 

The first and most essential of these 
distinctive principles is, that there'were 
instituted in the church, by Christ and 
the apostles, three distinct grades of 
ministers, with the exclusive power of 
ordination in the first grade; that the 
ministry thus constituted has been con- 
tinued, by succession, to the present 
day ; and that no man or body of men 
possesses the right toalter what was thus 
established. With regard’ to this princi- 
ple, there can be no compromise. It 
must be inscribed on the banners under 
which you are enrolled, and maintained 
by an appeal to those passages of scrip- 
ture, and a reference to those historical 
authorities by which it is so fully estab- 
lished. ‘The support of this principle 
is at all times important, but you are 
more especially called upon to main- 
tain it at the present period, when the 
errours and extravagances of ignorant 
and self-appointed teachers, threaten to 
destroy all reverence and regard for 
the sanctity of the ministerial office. 

. The circumstances of the times, also, 
call upon you to be faithful in explain- 
ing and inculcating just ideas of the 
nature of the christian church. The 
fashionable liberality of the day would 
require us to regard every self-consti- 
tuted society, or every assembly pro- 
wei: ; itself to be christian, as a re- 
gularly and duly organized church of 
Christ. Such, however, is not the lan- 
guage ‘of stripture. The church is 
there styled the “ body of Christ,”’ and 
‘** Christ is not divided.” ‘ There is 
but one body, and one spirit; one 
Lord, one faith, and one baptism.”— 
Christians are required ‘* to speak the 
same thing,’ and to “ be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind, and 
in the same judgment.” Divisions 
were not regarded by the apostles ag 
matters of little moment, and when 
the Corinthian converts, in their dissen- 
tions, began to arrange themsel¥es un- 
der the party names of Paul, of Apol- 
los, or of Cephas, they were severely 
































































rebuked by the great apostle of the 
gentiles, and warned ** that there should 
be no schism in the body.” The sin 
of schism is no less heinows now, than 
it-was in the days of the apostles; and 
it-will be your duty, as occasion may 
offer, to unfold and display the true 
character of the christian church, as a 
divinely constituted society ;—a body 
of which all menare required to be mem- 
bers, and which no man may rend astin- 
der ;~and to explain the true princi- 
ple of church unity, by the essential 
bond of a regularly constituted minis- 
try. 

At a period too, when very crude 
and erroneous ideas prevail, concern- 
ing direct, perceptible, and trresistible 
operations of the spirit of God upon the 
heartsof men, it becomes your duty, 
not only to declare the necessity’ of 
this grace to enable men to work out 
their salvation, but to explain what are 
the true metins which God has provided 
for conveying the gracious influences 
of his spirit. You will explain the na- 
ture and efficacy of the solemn sacra- 
ment of baptism, by which we are first 
brought into.a staie of regeneration, 
and dedicated to the divine spirit—by 
which we are incorporated inte that 
spiritual body, the church, of which 
Christ is the head, to which the Holy 
Spirit is freely communicated, and to 
which all the promises of the gospel 
are tendered. You will teach the ob- 
ligation and the utility of the rite of 
confirmation, as a sign of God’s grace 
and goodness to his youthful disciples, 
In an especial manner, you will incul- 
cate the efficacy of the sacrament of 
the Lord’s supper, as a gracious mean 
by which he conveys to his church the 
renewing influences of the Holy Ghost. 
And. you will also enforce the duty of 
prayer, and pious reflection ; of read- 
ing, hearing, and meditating on the 
word of God, as appointed and salu- 
tary means ef grace, 

He only who lives in the diligent 
and faithful use of these appointed means 
of grace, conforms to the plan of sal- 
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vation laid down in the gospel ; these 
ate the only revealed modes of com- 
munication (since miracles have ceased) 
between earth and heaven ; and he who 
thas seeks God, in the services of his 
church, and seeks him in sincerity, will 
find that his * labour will not be in 
vain in the Lord.” 

Brethren, [ have yet much fo say, 
but I fear that I have already trespass- 
ed upon your patience. 1 would there- 
fore close, by once more pressitlig upon 
you the consideration with which I 
commenced this discourse :—keep ¢on- 
stantly in view the great olject and end 
of your ministry—to persuade sinful 
men to embrace the way of salvation by 
Jesus Christ, and to build up his church 
in the most holy faith, 

You are ** stewards of the mysteries 
of God :’’—see then that you be “ found 
faithful.” You are ministers of a true 
and apostolick church :—* Keep that 
which is committed to your charge,”— 
Bo you ask, ** Who is sufficient for these 
things ?” ‘* You know in whom you 
have believed”—his strength will be 
sufficient for you,”—What though your 
labours be arduous and manifold ?— 
** They that turn many to righteous- 
ness, shall shine as _ the stars, for ever 
and ever !”—** Nothing,” says St. Aus: 
tin, ** can be more laborious, more dif- 
ficult, or more awfully responsible, than 
the ministry of the gospel ; but nothing 
can be more blessed, if we do our duty 
according to the commandment of the 
Lord.”’ 


NOTICE OF MEMOIR OF REV. HENRY 


MARTYN, 
(Continued from page 235) 
On Mr. Martyn’s arrival at Shiraz, 


though much exhausted by the fatigue | 


of this arduous and dangerous journey, 
he immediately commenced another 
translation in Persian. The hospitali- 
ty with which he was received, by 
Jaffier Ali Khan, was well calculated 
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to a fort. bis spirits,,...In 
Mile: SU AR hen: Bg La in 
law of ‘his host, he found a.powerful 
edadjutor.. Not long, however, after 
he had become a,resident in this litera. 
ry emporium, he experienced difficulties 
and trials which, to one less engaged 
in any Cause, would.. have, been. irre- 
sistibly appalling. He was frequently 
compelled to ¢efend, his faith before 
the most learned mahometans in Persia. 
His opponents, who were pot wanting 
in sagacity, delighted, in occasions, to 
perplex him with questions, requiring 
no ordinary, share of. acuteness and 
learning. to answer, Surrounded by a 
host of adversaries, with all the preju- 
dicés of an oriental education to con- 
fend with, and singly engaging so vast 
a phalanx of enemies to christianity, 
one ‘hardly knows whether most. to 
compassionate ‘or admire this intrepid 
champion of thé gospel. _ The whole 
range! of moral and physical science, 
the evyidénces, authority, and rational- 
ity, of the scripture doctrine, in opposi- 
tion-to those of the mahometan faith, the 
subtleties’ of logical distinctions, and 
the’ most abstruse points of mathemati- 
cal inquity, formed the field in which 
he was obliged to dispute. Although 
the superiour talents of Mr. Martyn, 
improved by persevering industry in 
his early years, had made him familiar 
with most of the topicks on which he 
was called to contend, yet it would not 
have been’ wonderful, if adversaries 
like his should vet the advantage of a 
more learned man. We find him ready, 
however, on all occasions, to reply 
with force, and often with effect; and 
that his opponents, if not convinced, 
were hevefthéless silenced. Nor were 
mahometans the ‘ouly ‘persons whom he 
found hostile de-his-docitine-—the most 
distinguished Jews of Arabia and) Per- 
sia aré ‘to be found in. Shiraz. With 
these, Mr. Martyn was often obliged 
to reason-upon the interpretation of the 
passages in the.cld testament relating 
to Christ, and the fulfilment of them 
which had’ already taken.-place. In 
39 ADVOCATE, VOL, I. 
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addition to these. employments, he was 
engaged, with \great,,andustry on the 
Persjat translation,:in which he rapide 
ly. proceeded. .; Mirza Seid' Ali Khan 
was extremely, well -versed ini the ori 
ental languages,-and ftomibis assistance 
Mr, Martyn.\expected much profit»in 
the execution ,of »big-work.. Hj>how- 
ever, he found.ituseful, in-one respect, 
to, be in| company. with: this! many rhe 
was olten pained: by the indifference he 
manifested to the . christian: religion. 
Willing to assist him)\in the translation 
of a book, which might be interesting, 
at least, to most Persian readers, and 
little. jealous, ofits .effect, from: the 
fluctuating nature. of his, own,opinions,. 
he would often hear,,.with eagerness 
and pleasure, the arguments in favour 
of the gospel, , At.one time, seeming 
althost convinced:; at another, the far- 
thest removed. from belief; a seofeist 
from education ; ,he would, at diferent 
times, admire and)sneerat Mr. Martyn’s 
doctrine. The following extract from 
his journal shows, how/much he was, 
at times, pained by the impiety of his 


com panion, 


“ January 16, 1812.—Mirza Seid Ali told 
me accidentally, to day, of a distich made 
by his friend Koochut, at Tehran, im honour 
of a victory obtained by prince Abbas: Mirza 
over the Russians. The sentiment, was, that 
he had killed so many of the christians, that 
Christ, from the fourth heaven, took hold of 
Mahomet’s skirt, to entreat him ‘to desist. 
] was cut to the’soul at this blasphemy. In 
prayer, I could think of nothing else but that 
great day, when the Son of God should come 
in the clouds of heaven, taking vengeance on 
them that know not God, and convince men 
of all their hard speeches, which they have 
spoker against. him. | Mirza Seid Ali perceiv- 
ed that | was considerably disordered, and 
was sorry for having repeated the, verse, but 
asked, what if was. that was .so offensive? 
I told him * I could not endure existence, if 
Jesus was not glorified; that it would be hell 
to me, if he were to be always thus dishonour~ 
ed.’ He was astonished, and again asked 
why? ‘If any one pluck out your ,eyes, (1 
replied,) there is no saying why you feel 
pain—-it is feeling. It is because T am ‘ohe 
with Chiist, that lant thus dreadfully wound- 
ed.’ Onshis again» apolegizing, 1 teld him I 
rejoiced at what had happened,.as it made 
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me feel nearer the Lord than ever. It is 
n the head or heart is struck, that every 
mber feels its membership. ‘This conver- 
on took place while we were translating. 
In the evening, he mefitioned the circum- 
stance of a young man’s being murdered; a 
fine athletick youtt, whom I had seen often in 
the garden. Some acquaintance of his, in a 
slight quarrel, had plunged a dagger in his 
breast. “Observing me look sorrowful, he 
asked why. »* Because,’ said |, ‘he was cut 
off. in -his sins,, and had no . time to repent.’ 
“It is. just in that way,’ said he, ‘ that I 
should hike to die ; not dragging out a miser- 
able existence on a sick bed, but tran®ported 
at once to andther state.’ Lobserved, ‘it 
was not desirable to be hurried into the im- 
mediate presence of God.’ * Do you think,’ 
sail he, * that there is any difference oe- 
tween the presence of God here amu there?’ 
"Indeed I do,’ said. ‘ Here we see through 
a glass darkly ; but there, fare to face.’ He 
then entered: iato some metaplrysical sootie 
disputation, about the identity of sin and ho 
liness, heaven and bell; to all which I made 
‘no reply.” 


The sufferings of Mr. Martyn, from 
many other unpleasant circumstances, 
will be easily perceived in the follow- 
ing passage. 


“ Shiraz, February 2.—From what I suffer 
m this city, ] can understand the feelings of 
Lot,” The face of the poor iiussian appears 
to me like the face of an angel, because he 
does not tell hes. Heaven wiil be heaven, 
because there will not be one liar there.” 


He thus mentions his birth-day. 


Theugh he little thought it would be 


his last, yet no one can think, that a 
soul devoted, as much as his had been, 
to the service of God, could, at any 
moment, have been unprepared to leave 
the world, whenever called hence. 


“ February 18.—This is my birth day, on 
which I complete my thirty-first year. The 
Persian new testament jas been begun, and, 
I may say, finished in it, as only the last eight 
chapters of the Revelations remain. Such a 
painful year i never passed, owing to the 
privations I have been called to, on the one 
hand, and the spectacle before me of human 
depravity, on the other. But { hope that [ 
have not come to this séat of satan in vain. 
‘Phe-word of God tas formd its way into Pers 
sia; and itis not in satan’s power to oppose 
its progress, if the Lord have sext it.” 
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The version of the new testament, 
above alluded to,-was completed on 
the twenty-fourth of February, 1812; 
and he prays the Spirit, who called 
him to be an interpreter of it, gracieus- 
ly and powertully to apply it to the 
hearts of sinners, and to the gathering 
of an elect people, from the long es- 
tranged Persians. By the middle of 
March, he also corapleted a version of 
the Psalms. He had already resided 
at Shiraz ten months, and frequently, 
during these labours, was called to cen- 
tend for the doctrines of Christ. His 
disputations were often publick. He 
had publickly he!d a long argument 
with the chiet professor of the mahom- 
metan law. His contest with Mirza 
Ibraheem was more distinguished and 
decided. In the palace of one of the 
Persian princes, before a numerous 
bedy of mooljahs, with Mirza Ibra- 
heem at their head, in the midst of a 
malometan conclave, he proclaimed 
and maintained the divinity of the Son 
of God, 


* On the twenty-third,” Mr. Martyn 
writes, “I called on the vizier, afterwards 
on the secretary of the Kermanshah prince. 
In the court, where he received me, Mirza 
Ibraheem was lecturing. Finding myself so 
near my old and respectable ahtagonist, I ex- 
pressed a wish to see him, on which Jailie~ 
Ali Khan went up to ascertain if my visit 
would be agreeable. The master consented, 
but some of the disciples demurred ; at last, 
one of them observing ‘* that by the blessing 
of God on the master’s conversation, | might 
possibly be converted,’ it was agreed that I 
should be invited toascend. Then it became 
a question where I ought to sit. Below all, 
would not be respectful to a stranger; but 
above all the mooliahs, could not be tolerated. 
I entered, and wes surprised at the numbers. 
The room was hned with moollahs, on both 
sides, and at the top. I was about to sit 
down at the door, but | was beckoned to an 
¢mpty place, near the top, opposite to the 
master, who, after the usual compliments, 
without further ceremony, asked me, * What 
we meant by calling Clrist, God ?? War 
being. thus unequivocally declared, 1 had 
nothing to do but to stand upon the defensive. 
Mirza Ibraheem argued temperately enough, 
but ofthe rest, some were very violent and 
clamorous.. The former asked, ‘ If Christ 
had ever called himself God; was he the 
Creator, or a creature?” 1 replied, * The 
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Creator.’ The moollahs looked at one an- 
other. Such a confession had never before 
been heard among mahometan doctors. 

“© One mooliah wanted to controvert some 
of my illustrations, by interrogating me about 
the personalit y of Christ.. To all bis ques- 
tions, | replied, by requesting the same i- 
form:.tion respecting his own pe rson. 

* To another, who was rather contemptu- 
ous and violent, I said, ‘If you do nbt approve 
of our doctrine, will you be so good as to say 
what God is, according to you, that | may 
Worship « proper o! ject? One said, * The 
author of the universe.’ *I can form no idea 
from these w ords,? said }, * but of a workman 
at work upon « vast number of materials. Is 
thet a correct notion?? Another said, * One 
who came of bims¢if into being.’ ‘So then 
he came,’ | replied; ‘came out of one place 
junto another: and before he came he w as 
not. Is this an abstract and refined notion? 
After this ho one asked me any more ques- 
tions; and for fear the dispute should be re- 
newed, Jajlier Ali Khan carried me away.” 
p- 420—422, 


June 12,1812, Mr. Martyn attend- 
ed the vizier’s levee, 


“ when,” he says, ** there was a most intem- 
perate, and clamorous coptreversy kept "p 
for an hour or two; eight or ten on one side, 
and | on the other.. Amongst them were two 
mooliahs, the most ignorant of any | have yet 
met wiih in Persia or India. It would be 
ippossible to enumerate all the absurd things 
they said. Their vulgarity, in interrupting 
me in the middie of a speech, their utter ig- 
norance of the nature of the argument, their 
unpudent assertions about the lew andthe 
gospel, neither of which they had ever seen 
in their lives,ymoved my indignation a little. 
I wished, and | said, that it would have been 
well, if Mirza Abdoolwahab had been there ; 
I should have had a man of sense to argue 
with. The vizier, who set us going at first, 

joined in it Jatierly, and said, * You had bet- 
ter say, God is God, and®Mahomet is the 
prophet of God.’ I said, *‘ Gad is God,’ but 
added, instead of, ‘ Mahomet is the prophet 
of God,’ ‘and J@sus is the Son of God.’ 
They had_ne sooner heard this, which | had 
avoided. mentioning till then, than they all 
exclaimed, in contempt and anger, ‘ He is 
neither born, nor begets,’ and rose up, as if 
they would have torn me in pieces, One of 
them said, ‘ What will. you say, when your 
tongue is burnt out for this blasphemy.’ 

“ One of them felt for me a little, and tried 
to soften the severity of this speeeh. My 
book, which I had brought, expecting to 
present it to the king, lay before Mirza Shufi. 


Notice of Memoir of Rev. Henry Martyn. Sf 


As they all rose up, after him, to. go, somé 
to the king, and some away,, 1 was afraid 
they would trample upon the book, so I went 
in among them to take it up, and wra oY 
in a towtl before them; while they looked at 
it and me with supreme contempt.” _ p. "7336, 
437. 


An intrepidjty like. this,.much_ re: 
minds us of the days of the apestles, 
We know of few instances; in which 
greater courage, fortitdde, and perses 
verance, have been manifested in  dis- 
seminating the gospel, than, were dis- 
played by Mr. Martyn, during bis resi- 
dence in Persia. | It must:-be remem» 
bered, that he was in a strange country, 
alone and unprotected, surrounded by 
a peoyle hostile to his religion, dealing 
in treachery, hardly civilized in their 
manner, and vindictive in their tem- 
per. ‘To stirup the angry feelings of 
such men, by opposing their daith ; 
declare to them that their prophet was 
a cheat, and their religion a delusion ; 
a religion in which all the prejudices 
of education, and all the motives of in- 
terest enchained them, required a sup- 
port and confidence, not to be derived 
from any thing around him, The ar- 
dour of Mr. Martyn, in the christian 
cause, was never damped by the jeo- 
pardy in which his life was placed by 
the open declaration of his sentiments ; 
and while he promulgated bis opinions 
with humility, it was still .with a con- 
fiderice which assured his hearers of his 
unwavering firmness in their belief. 

A year irom his entering Persia, on 
the 24th of May, he left Shiraz for 
Constantinople, a place he was doomed 
never to see. The fatigues of. his 


journey, want of sleep, the excessive 


heat of the days, and anxiety of mind, 
had made dreadful ravages in a consti- 
tution already broken and feeble. _ It 
was his intention to have presented.a 
copy of his Persian testament to the 
king of Persia; but a fever attacking 
him, while on his way to the royal resi- 
dence, he was prevented from his pur- 
pose. His long illness, of twomonths, 
at Tebriz, was much alleviated by the 
kind attention of sir Gore Ousely and 
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his lady ; and what added much to:his 
joey, was the promise of that minister 
to execute, in person, the object he had 
so#@huch at heart, of putting ito the 
hands of the Persian monarch and his 
son a translation of the words of eternal 
life, “now for the first time, in the 
memory of the modern Persians, intro- 
duced into the country.” 

‘Having, with the greatest pain and 
suffering, travelled as far as Tocat, be 
was unable to proceed. We are left 
in uncertainty, whether his previous 
illness, from which he had not entirely 
recovered, increased, as it must have 
been, by so distressipg.a journey, or 
the plague, which was raging there, 
became the immediate cause of his 
sudden dissolutien. Little is known, 
other than the period of his death. It 
happened on the 16th of October, 1812, 
before he bad. completed bis  thirty- 
second year, thus ending a life of emi- 
nent usefulness and exalted piety. » ‘It 
would have been some consolation to 
have learned, that he was supported, in 
his last moments, by the friendly voice 
of christian affection. The most pro- 
bable conclusion is, that the cold. and 
mercenary attendance of strangers was 
all he had to sooth his forsaken and 
destitute condition. Of the utility of 
his labours, more intelligence has trans- 
pired, than could have been known to 
him before his death. Millions of souls, 
at a future period, may bless his name 
for the version he has given of the li- 
turgy, the parables, and the whole of 
the new testament, into a language 
spoken through all the Carnatick, and 
read from Delhi to Cape Comorin, 

By him, and his means, we have seen, 
that the Psalms of David and the new 
testament were rendered into Persian ; 
and we may, perbaps, be better able 
to appreciate the value of this labour, 
when we reflect, that, in Persia, there 
are above two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand persons bearing the christian name, 
and that this language is known to near- 
Jy one quarter of the inhabitants of the 
globe, We have seen how boldly he 








exposed the prophet ‘of Mecca, and 
how openly he vindicated: christianity 
at the centre of the mahometan em- 
pire. During his ministry, he admin- 
istered baptism to about forty adults, 
and many Hindoo children. The con- 
version of all of these, with scarcely an 
exception, were among the fruits of his 
ministry. His disputations at Shiraz 
have occasioned a considerable revul- 
sion from the mabometan cause; and 
the convictions which have attended 
the conversations of this faithful servant 
of Jesus Christ, with many mahometans 
of rank and consequence, have been 
since declared, by their coming over, 
in publick, to the true faith. 

In contemplating the lives of pious 
men, it would, perhaps, be diilicuit to 
find aw exact parallel to that of Henry 
Martyn. That he was a perfect cha- 
racter, would be saying more than the 
present state of the world, or of human 
nature, would sanction. ‘That his faults 
were few, and such as a liberal mind 
will readily overlook, amidst the bright 
galaxy of virtues which, through the 
whole of his path, illumined and, at 
times, cheered him on his way, must 
be admitted. Indeed there are few 
characters which have been recently 
submitted to the publick, in the present 
form, in which can be found more 
qualities worthy of imitation. His zeal, 
in most instances, was directed by wis- 
dom, and, at all times, tempered with 
love ; and should he be found, in any 
case, to have exceeded the bounds of 
prudence, in his earnest warnings and 
solemn admonitions to bis hearers, so 
as to have excited hostility against his 
person and character, there cannot, for 
a moment, arise a doubt respecting the 
sincerity and disinterestedness of his 
motives. If others have been more 
cautious an] more timid in telling men 
the truth, they may bave been less cap- 
did; they may have enjoyed thore of 
praise and of favour, but it still re- 
mains a question, whether they have 
been the more useful. Henry Martyn, 
if he erred in exposing to the officers 
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and crew of the vessel, in which he 
was conveyed to India, the terrours of 
the law, and the awful punishment of 
the finally impenitent, acted in oppo- 
sition to his own feelings, but accord- 
ing to the imperious dictates of his con- 
science. The same principle, which 
induced him to select the most unplea- 
sant text in the whole bible, when he 
had been told, if he preached upon hell 
he would have no hearers, induced 
him, under different circumstances, to 
deciare, at the risk of his life, in the 
midst of. the most learned and influea- 
tial men of a mahometan empire, the 
divinity of Jesus, and the imposture of 
the pretended prophet. Where, it 
may be asked, can be found the man 
who never,even with the purest motives, 
was guilty of an indiscretion, who, es- 
pecially, maintaining, in all his actions, 
an ardour and intensity of mind, was 
never led. astray by them? If. such 
can be met with, he was, in this res- 
pect,superiourto Henry Martyn. Few, 
very tew, however, have surpassed him 
in depth of spiritual knowledge, in ho- 
liness, in faith, in patience, in perse- 
verance, and in resignation to the di- 
vine will, Of the number of those who 
are called to labour in defence of the 
gospel, very few, in modern days, have 
gone through more appalling scenes of 
physical suffering and mental agony. 
We know of no trait which seems wor- 
thjer of admiration, and which, in ge- 
neral, is so likely to be remarked, in 
the characters of distinguished men, 
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engaged in a noble cause, than the fix- 
edness of purpose with which they ap- 
ply themselves tothe object’ to which 
they devote their lives. “In Henry 
Martyn, it may be observed, through 
the whole ‘of his career, alter he had 
engaged in the cause ‘of christianity. 
The glory of God and the salvation of 
souls, in every action in which he was 
engaged, seeined to occupy his whole 
attention; and never could he be ac- 
cused of having deserted, through fear 
of danger, or in obedience to his natu- 
ral feelings, the side on which he had 
enlisted. ‘Though opposed by almost 
every species of discouragement ; though 
entangled in the most perplexing diffi- 
culties ; when placed jn circumstances 
which might ihtimidate a more resolute 
mind, bis eye was still steadily and 
constantly fixed on the same’ object ; 
and, in spite of danger, and suffering, 
ahd death, he pressed forward to its 
accomplishment. “All who reflect’on 
his conduet, in this point of view, and, 
more especially, christians, must have 
reason to feel ashamed of the reluctance 
and unwillingness: they find in them- 
selv@@ to encounter the temporary im- 
conveniences, and tomake the sacrifices, 
which duty requires, in their profession 
and their defence of religion. We 
cannot leave this interesting and highly 
important narrative, without expressing 
the hope, that our readers will avail 
themselves, by perusing it, of the 
pleasure and improvement which it 
cannot fail to impart. &» 
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INTELLIGENCE. 


RELIGIOUS. 
ACCOUNT OF CONVENTIONS, (CONTINUED.) 
Connecticut. 


THE convention of Connecticut met the sixth 
and seventh of June, at Waterbury, at which 
were present, the bishop, 28 presbyters, 4 
deacons, and 38 lay delegates, representing 
31 parishes. 

From bishop Brownell’s charge, we learn, 
that there are not far from 80 congrevations ; 


parochial reports, however, were made to 
the convention from 42 only, and all these are 
not perfect, 


Families in 22 .parishes 1345 
Communicants in 37 do. 2765 
Baptisms in 41 do. 570 
Marriages in-29 do. 140 
Funerals in 33 do. 184 


During the course of the. last.year, the 
bishop has administered confirmation, in 34 
parishes, to 826 persons; consecrated two 
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churches ; and ordained one to the order of 
priests, and two to that of deacons. There are 
at present sixteen candidates for holy orders, 

On the subject of confirmation, the bishop 
thus remarks : 

“It as probable that there is no part of 
our country, where the utility of the rite of 
confirmation is more duly appreciated, than 
in this diocese. Yet even here, the beneii- 
cent designs of the church are but very im- 
perce accomplished. Jt docs not seem, to 

be sufficiently understood, that all who have 
been baptized belong, in fact, to the church 
of Christ; that its privileges and benefits are 
their proper inheritance, and that all the obli- 
gations of the christian covenant are binding 
upon them: nor that itis their imperious and 
indispensable duty, pubhckly and solemnly, 
to assume their baptismal engagements, vad 
live ia conformity to their christian profes- 
sion. I cagnot, therefore, urge it tuo strongly 
upon the clergy, as well e¢ upon christian 
parents, frequently and earnestly to impress 
upon the young the nature of thew vows of 
baptism, and the obhgation which rests upon 
them toumake a formal rec agnition of them, 
by the publick profession of their christian 
faith. Such a publick profession will have a 
tendency to produce in them a consistency 
of conduct’; and, by fixing deeply ia their 
minds « sense of the responsibility under 
which they liye, will excite them to vigilance 
and diligence in the performance of their 
christian duties. 

Within the memory of some, willhave 
not yet been gathered to their fathers, the 
church in Connecticut was a littl dock, on 
the point, as it seemed, of being dispersed, 
and blended with other denominations, for 
the want of pastors and means of support. 
The contrast which it now offers is most 
striking. Its present condition is thus stated 
by the bishop : 

*“‘ Brethren, | have now visited nearly all 
the parishes in this diocese. Every where I 
have been received with a kindness and an 
interest highly gratifying to my feelings. 
Concerning the general prosperity of the 
church, it may be dificult to decide with 
confidence ; but from the best observations 
and inquiries which I have been able to 
make, her friends have no reason to des- 
pond, She seems to be gradually enlarging 
her borders, and * strengthening her stakes,” 
while, at the same time, there appears to be 
an increasing degree of piety and zeal among 
her members. Her clergy are every where 
zealous and faithful. I make this observation 
with the more satisfaction, as I have formerly 
heard them charged from abroad with cold- 
ness andindifference. Nothing but ignorance, 
of gross prejudice, could have suggested the 
imputation. It is my full conviction, that if 
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there exists,-in an part of our country, a 
body of clergy who, by their labours and 
privations, their industry and fidelity, ap- 
proach to the model of the primitive ages 
of the church, such men are to he found 
among the episcopal clergy of Cennecticut. 
To ensure the continued prosperity and ad- 

vancement of the church, nothing is wanting 
with the blessing of heaven, but the Continued 
weal and perseverance of her friends, There 
is. nothing im the circumstances of the times, 
which can warraat a relaxetion of either. 
On the contrary, the excitement with regard 
to religion, which seeds to prevail through 
the greater part of the state, furnishes ground 
to the friends of the church for the exercise 
of a more especial degree of vigilance. From 
the clergy, na particuls r manner, i calls for 
increased watchfulness and zeal. The pre- 
sent is certainly a period when peuple, in 
general, are more disposed than usual, to at- 
tend to the concerns, ef religion. Not that 
we have reason to believe there is any 
special effusion of the Spirit of God, in any 
particular. region ; but the excitement which 
has been raised in the community, has led 
people to give more heed to those ordinary 
influences of the Holy Spirit, and to those or- 
dinary means of grace, which are at all times 
dispensed in such measure as to enable all, 
who will co-operate with them, to work out 
their salvation, through the merits of the Re- 
deemer. But ¥ the people are disposed to 
hear, and to inquire, whatever may be the 
cause, it is the especial duty of the clergy to 
warn apd toinstruct. More especially is this 
their duty, at the present period, that they 
may cuard their flocks from the delusigns 
and errours: f ignorant teachers, and Jead ihe 
inquiring mid to just and rationa] views of 
that way of salvation revealed in the gospel.” 

The important subjects of Sunday schools, 
Of the great objects of the society for. pro- 
moting christian knowledge, such as the dis- 
tribution of the bible, prayer book, and tracts, 
and the support of missionaries, are thus no- 
ticed : 

‘*] cannot omit, on this occasion, to reite- 
rate to the convention the recommendations, 
contained in my Jast addvess, for the estab- 
lishment of Sunday schools, in every parish 
throughout the diocese. In these schools are 
to be trained the future members of our 
church. Itis of incalculable importance, as 
a safeguard from the errours with which they 
will be surrounded, that they should be early 
made acgfainted with her doctrines, and the 
import of her services. I hope there will not 
fail to be found, in every parish, a sufficient 
number of pious individuals, who will be wil- 
ling to devote themselves to this “ Jahour of 
love.”” To withdeaw the youth from profane 
amusement on the Lord’s day, to animate 
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and direct their devotions, and to lead their 
ductile minds into’ the paths of true religion, 
is a work which may well engage the atten- 
tion, and call forth the charity, of the pious 
members of our church.__[ know of no object 
Which, from such *mall beginnings, is calcu- 
lated, in its remote results, to produce so 
extensive an influence on the happiness of in- 
dividuals, the welfare of society, and the great 
interests of religion. 

“1 must, also, again urge upon the conven- 
tion, and the,church throughout the diocese, 
an increased patronage of the society for the 
promotion of christian knowledge. The great 
objects of this society are to distribute the 
bible, gratuitously, to the poor, to dissemi- 
nate the book of common prayer, and reli- 
gious tracts, and to support missionaries :—all 
of them objects of primaty importance to the 
¢ause of religion. 

** The bible is the richest gift of heaven to 
a benighted world. It teaches us al] thet we 
are to believe, and all that we are to do, in 
order to inherit everlasting life. It is our pil- 
lar of a cloud by day, and our pillar of fire 
by night, to conduct us on our pilgrimage 
through the world, to the promised inheritance 
in heaven. 

“ The book of common prayer contains an 
excelent selection of the most useful parts of 
the bible, and an admirable summary of its 
doctrines ; and, as a manual of devotion, it 
is equally calculated for the house of God, and 
the retirement of the closet. In disseminating 
it, we extend the knowledge of the way of 
salvation, and afford to our fellow men one 
of the most salutary guides and helps, in of- 
fering up their prayers and thanksgivings to 
God. And even in sending forth the little 
tract, we send forth a messenger of good ; 
one that is calculated to penetrate to the ob- 
scurest dwelling, to unfold to the humble in- 
habitant the mystery of redemption, toinstruct 
him in his duty, and to incite him to the 
faithful performance of it. 

“The missionary carries with him the gospel 
and its ordinances, and all the blessings which 
follow in their train. He carries them, with 
all their comforts and consolations, to the 
dispersed members of ‘the flock of Christ. 
These scattered members He seeks to collect 
into the christian fold. He alarms the care- 
less, and arouses the secure from their Jethar- 
sy He repairs the waste places of our Zion, 
and builds up the church of the Redeemer in 
the most Holy faith. 

“Such are the objects of the society for 
the promotion of christian knowledge. Jn 
the short time that has ‘elapsed since the for- 
mation of the society, I trust that, under the 
blessing of God, it has done much good. But 
the anotial collections are utfe rly inadequ ate 
te the various and important objects it ém- 
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braces. Of this you will be readily convinc- 
éd, when ! inform you, that it has, at no time, 
been’ able to support more than one mission- 
ary, and that its disposable fimds are now 
entirely exhausted, while the labours of . two 
or three missionaries seem absolutely neces- 
sary to the well bejag of the church.” ¢ 

The third annual report of the dire¢tors of 
the society for the promotion of christian 
knowledge was read ; from which it appears, 
that the objects of the society are, the distri- 
bution of bibles, prayer books, and tracts, 
and the support of missionaries among poor 
and vacant.congregations. Little has been 
done as yet, but the convention passed a re- 
solution to devise measures for the establish- 
ment of atixiliary societies, in the several 
parishes, and a disposition apparently mani- 
fests itself to make a more vigorous effort. 

The standing committee, elected for the 
ensuing year, are, Rev. Dr. Bronson, Rev. 
H. Creswell, Rev. T. Marsh, Rev. B. G. 
Noble, Rev. "A. Cornwall. 

Delegates to the next general convention : 
Clergy—Rev. H. Crogswell, D. Burhans, A. 
Baldwin, and B. G. Noble. Laity—Hon. 
S. W. Johnson, N. Smith, B. Beach, and R. 
Adams, esquires. 

The committee appointed at the last con- 
vention, to revise the constitution and canons 
of the church, made a report, which was 
read by articles, and adopted in part, with 
certain amendments. It was ordered, that 
the constitution, thus amended, be printed 
and swkmitted to the several parishes within 
the d¥cece. The further consideration of 
the canons, reported by the committee, was 
postponed to the next convention. 

In the report from the parish of New Ha- 
ven, there are many particulars deserving of 
notice. During the last year, there has been 
a very considerable accession to the commu- 
nion of the church; and 123 persons have 
been admitted to receive the sacrament of 
the Lord’s supper, which has increased the 
number in full communion, one third. “ A 
general spirit of inquiry,” says the rector, 
Mr. Croswell, “* and an increasing attention 
to the great concerns of the soul, are manifest 
throughout the parish ; and the applications 
for admission té the communion, are becom- 
ing more numerous than at any antecedent 
pe tod. During the past year, unusual ex-- 
ettions have been made for affording to the 
inquiring members of my flock, every suita- 
ble and proper facility in procuring religious 
informafion and instruction; and on thes¢ 
exertions, @ gracious and beneficent Provi- 
dence has been pleased to simile. Evening 
lectures, designed for a plain and familiar 
exposition of the general doctrines of chris- 
tianify, and the distinctive principles of the 
church, have been well attended, end have 
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evidently produced a very salutary effect. 
A small library of religious books, for the 
gratuitous use of the parish, commenced by 
voluntary donations in January last, already 
contains between two and three hundred 
volumes, and is operating as a happy mean 
of leading the young into correct and ra- 
tional views of religion, and of strengthen- 
ing and confirming them in their attachment 
to the primitive order, worship, and discipline 
of the church. The members of our com- 
munion are united and -harmonious; their 
zeal is anim~ted and well-directed ; the wor- 
ship and ordinances of the church are punc- 
tually attended; and every thing indicates 
the growing prosperity of our Zion.” 

There is reason to believe, that the same 
result has attended similar exertions iv Hart- 
ford. ‘The whole number, in full commu- 
nion, is not stated in the parochial report, 
but there have been added twenty four, 
during the last year, and the general situ- 
ation of the parish is flourishing. What en- 
couragement do such examples afford both 
to clergy and laity! Nothing is wanting 
but vigilance and activity in the former, and 
a spirit of inquiry and ardour of religious affec- 
tions in the latter. In the midst of obloquy and 
misrepresentation, with which the church has 
been assailed, her cause will prosper, if her 
children are not wanting in their duty. 

The following well-written observations on 
the great duty, among christians, of uniting 
to support the progress of their common faith, 
are taken from the third annual report of 
the board of direction of the Connectictit pro- 
tesiant episcopal society for the promotion 
of christian knowledge. The best way of 
extending the Redeemer’s kingdom, in the 
hearts of men, is to furnish them with a 
knowledge of the scriptures, to excite in 
them a spirit of devotion, and to give them 
the ordinances of Christ, through the instru- 
mentality of those whom he hath commis- 
sioned to be the pastors of his flock. It is the 
greatest of all charities, therefore, a chari- 
ty to the souls of men, to assist those in 
the attamment of these blessings, who are 
not sufficiently wealthy or numerous to pro- 
vide them for themselves. 

“ As ignorance of God and his attributes, 
is the prolifick source of all reiigious errour, 
and all moral evil, it is a matter of the first 
unportance, that every member of the chris- 
tian family be well instructed in the truths 
of divine revelation. IN sheuld be the pn- 
mary object with those who would do good 
to their fellow-men, to.extend to them the 
means of acquiring a true knowledge of the 
gospel. By ewakening a spirit of inquiry ; 
by informing and enlightening the understand. 
mg; and by drawing the attention to the 
things which concern the soul; the way is 
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opened for improving the condition, and pro- 
moting the best interests of society. For 
these benign purposes, the bible is undoubt- 
edly the first, the best, and the surest in- 
strument ;. and it cannot be necessary, at 
this day, to advance arguments, to show the 
propriety of adopting such measures, as may 
afford, to all men, the opportunity of con- 
sulting and searching its sacred pages. But 
while the bible stands pre-eminent among 
the means for propagating the knowledge of 
God, we have no reason to doubt, that other 
and inferiour instruments may be employed 
as useful auxiliaries in the great work. Short 
and sumple tracts; plain and lucid expositions 
of the sacred text; familiar explanations of 
the general system of divinity, and of the na- 
ture of the christian church, with its sacra- 
ments and ministry ; and such solemn admo- 
nitions, and earnest appeals to the heart and 
understanding, as these various topicks may 
suggest, are all highly serviceable: and, by 
being thrown into general circulation, and put 
into the hands of the young, and those who 
have neitber the time nor the disposition re- 
quired to digest volumes, may eventually 
produce effects of the most salutary nature. 
And while the welfare of our fellow-men is 
thus promoted by religious instruction, an ad- 
ditional mean may be found for effecting the 
same benevolent object, in a more general 
diffusion of such a system of devotion as may 
unite the hearts and voices of all christian 
people in the worship of God, When the 
reason is convinced, and the understanding 
wel! informed ; when the heart is warmed, 
and the affections are turned to the bountiful 
Author of every good and perfect gift; how 
great are the advantages to be derived from 
a form of sound words, in which the Deity is 
addressed in suitable and becoming terms, in 
which all the wants and desires of man are 
expressed, and in which all the devout feelings 
of the soul are drawn out and fully displayed ! 
What a help is afforded to the timid; what a 
guide to the illiterate; what a check upon 
Fash and misguided lips; what a restraint 
upon the wild flights of imagination; by a 
system which preserves outward decency 
and order, while it fans the fame of devo- 
tion, and kindles the affections of the heart 
into rapture! But with every other blessing 
in his possession, the christian is deprived 
of the highest enjoyment of his religion, if 
he is unhappily so situated, that opportuni- 
ties for partaking of the sacraments of the 
church seldom or never occur to him. Bap- 
tisin, by which his tender offpring are en- 
grafted into the bedy of Christ’s church, 
and the Lord’s supper, by which he is ugited, 
in boly communion, with the dive Head and 
all the members of the household of faith, 
are ordinances essential to the preservation 
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of his spiritual life. 
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nefits of these ordinances ! 


whole household ! 


ed, and so earncetly solicited. 
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tion. = well worthy of our attention.” 


Ohio. 


The convention of Ohio, alofmet at 
Worthington, the sixth and seventh of Juné. 
It is but two years since the bishop of that 
interesting portion of the church was conse- 
crated, and this is only the fourth annual 
convention; yetthe evidence it exbibits of 
increasing attachment to the primitive faith 
and order, is highly animating, notwithstand- 
mg all the difficukties they have to.encounter. 
There were 13 parishes represented, in con- 
vention, by 16 lay delegates; and parochial 
‘There are, 
at present, only tive clergymen, exclusive of 
The episcopal duties are, there- 
fore, those of a missionary ; and the very 
cireumstances of the country exhibit a picture 
of journeyings often, and labours most abun- 
dant, which will rersind the reader of the 
state of the primitive church, when the apos- 
tles first conveyed to the world the tidings of 
The bishop’s address is too long 
for the whole to be inserted; and we there- 
fore make such extracts as appear to us 
That he 
travelled, in the course of the year, on horse- 
back, which is the only way of visiting the 
infant settlements of that country, a distance 
of 1279 miles, confirmed 174 persons, baptized 
upwards of GO adults and children, adminis- 
tered the Lord’s supper to more than 250, 
performed. divine service and preached 8: 
times, and attended, m several instances, the 
sick, the dying, and ¢he alllicted, will exhibit 
proof that, in thie country, eur bishops suc- 
ceed, not only to the office of the apostles, 


reports were received from 10. 


the bishop. 


the gospel. 


most likely to interest our readers. 


but to their labours and privations. 


How. important, then, 
js the work of carrying to the dispersed mem- 
bers of the christian family, through the 
ageacy of duly qualified missionaries, the be- 
What a sure 
mean of promotingy not only their individ- 
ual weHare, but» the general good of the 


“Such ase,among the means, by which 
the great end proposed may be promoted ; 
and such ace the leadmg ovects of the so- 
ciety, for which patronage is so much want- 
May we not, 
then, on sucly dn occasion as this, address 
) our.brethren of the chu.ch, in the affectionate 

Jaaguage of the apostle :—‘ 4s we have ep- 
portunsty, lel us do good unto all men, espe- 

cially unto them who are of the household of 
Whether we consider the term oppor- 
tunity, as relating either to the circumstances 
under which we are placed, or to the means 
which, we possess, or to the time which is 
allowed fur discharging our duty, this injune- 
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miles, Here, from a very few, scarcely more 
than two or three families at first, the con- 


‘grégation has become comparatively large; 


and an unusual spirit of inquiry after truth, 
and fervour. of devotion, seem to prevail 
among them. The evangelical doctrine and 
duties of christianity, as set forth by our 
primitive church, were the subject of conver- 
sations. On Wednesday, 2 o’clock, P.M. 
divine service was held, and a sermon deliver- 
ed, at the court house; the;same.duty was 
also performed at early candle-lighting ; the 
congregations were large and attentive.” 

* On Monday, after visiting and confirming 
a person on a sick bed, (since deceased,) I 
set off in company with the reverend Mr. 
Morse, towards the south and east, We rode 
together about twelve or fifteen miles, and 
then separated ; he going into Monroe coun- 
ty, to prepare the people for next Sunday’s 
ministrations ; and myself towards Marietta, 
a place which | had never before visited.” 

‘‘]| had it not in my, power, consistently 
with my engagements, to spend a Sunday 
in Marietta. i, however, held divine service, 
and preached three times on Wednesday, the 
Sth of August, twice in the meeting house in 
Marietta, and once on Point Harman, oppo- 
site the town. On Thursday morning I ad- 
ministered the apostolick rite of confirmation 
to seven persons, and the incipient steps were 
taken towards forming a parish, by the name 
of St. Luke's church. Nothing, under the 
divine blessing, seemed wanting to. complete 
the fondest «xpectations of the progress of 
primitive christianity, in this place, but the 
labours ef a pious, learned, and active mis- 
sionary, for a few years.” 

** Friday, Lith, | arrived, after a solitary 
ride across the almost entire wilderness, at 
Woodfield. Here, again, | met the reverend 
Mr. Morse, and with him held divine service, 
he reading prayers, and myself delivering 
the sermon. As in the natural creation, since 
the earth was cursed for man’s transgres- 
sion, weeds, briars, and other noxious plants, 
first spring up and infest the soil, before salu- 
tary fruits can be cultivated, so in the settle- 
ment of new countries, few instances are 
found, especially where men are thrown sud- 
denly together, as in the settlement of new 
county seats, in which licentiousness, immo- 
rality, and irreligion, do not prevail. The 
friends of virtue should not be discouraged, 
but rather animated to greater exertions, by 
this. Every endeavour should be made, that 
the means of moral and religious cultivation 
should go as fast, and as far, as the field of 
usefulness extends. Of his ministers, our 
Lord requires this, in particular. Would 
they could be assisted in this, by the means 
which God has committed to the christian 


“On Monday, I rode to Portsmouth, 45 community, to that end! Then would the 
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law of God and the gospel ministry go, 
wherever man goes. Then would the weeds 
of sin be eradicated, ere they had taken 
such deep root as to defy cultivation. 
“On the 12th of August we rode through 
a new-formed settlement, called Malaga. 
Here they are endeavouring to erect a build- 
ing for some publick worship; and, although 
it is to be built after the manner of cabins, 
with logs or hewn timber, yet it will afford a 
convenient place for worship and for Sunday 
schools, to instruct the ignorant, of which 
there is great need in this part of the state. 
Many of the heads of families, in this vicinity, 
were baptized in the church, and are desirous 
to bring their children up in the same; but 
they have no means of instruction, no stated 
services to train them in her doctrines and 
discipline. Could even a lay reader, or a 
pious catechist, be placed and maintained, 
for a few years, among them, the effects 
would, to all human view, be very salutary. 
Malaga is eight miles from Woodfield. We 
dined at a Mr. Fogle’s in the neighbourhood, 
were kindly treated, and passed on to Mr. 
Dement’s, on Seveca Fork of Will’s Creek, 
where, the last year, | held divine service ; 
the evening was spent in exhortation and 
prayer. On the morning of the [3th of Au- 
gust, Sunday, according to the appointment 
previously made by the reverend Mr. Morse, 
divine service was held in the woods, the 
congregation being too large to be otherwise 
accommodated. Here, my voice having 
failed me toa considerable degree, Mr. Morse 
read prayers and preached. I had, however, 
the ability to deliver a short address. In the 
intermission, I did the same. The afternoon 
was spent in the same way, the sermon being 
delivered, though with ,much difficulty, by 
myself. Thus ended our labours at. this 
place. Need I repeat here, what it is my 
duty so often to repeat, my deep mnpressions 


.of the great need of missionaries! When 


will you come again? What hopes have we 
for publick instruction? When will our chil- 
dren, and the rising generation, be rescued 
from the ignorance which pervades our in- 
fant settlements ? When will gospel ordi- 
nances be administered among us’? These 
were the questions which met us every where, 
What answer could be returned? Pray con- 
stantly and fervently to the great, the hea- 
venly Husbandman, that he would send forth 
labourers into the harvest. 

“* We rode, the same evening, to Mr. Bry- 
an’s, and, next day, to Mr. Wendal’s, on 
Little Beaver. Here, Monday 14th, divine 
service was performed. Mr, Morse read 
prayers, and the sermon was delivered by 
myself, Measures are taking in this neigh- 
bourhood, by the pious zeal of Mr. Wendal’s 
family and neighbours, to erect a church 
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strictly devoted to the services of our primi 
tive communion ; and, I have since heard,they 
have made considerable progress in the good 
work. May the Lord’s blessing attend thei 
endeavours, and crown them with complete 
success ! 

“Same day rode through Barnesville to 
Mr. Taylor’s, in the neighbourhood of Mor- 
ristown ; and, as his family had not been bap- 
tized, I spent the evening in discoursing cuf,, 
the nature and necessity of that holy sacra-§), 
ment. August 15th, Tuesday afternoon, per-§ .. 
formed divine service in Morristown; the fo 
reverend Mr. Morse preached. At candlef », 
lighting, the service was again performed by 
Mr. Morse, the sermon by myself, and fourf ), 
adults and seven children were baptized, 
August 16th, the reverend Mr, Morse read§ mp 
prayers, and imyself preached, explained thef .. 
liturgy, and administered confirmation to six} » 
persons.” “* On Friday, diyine service was§ ,, 
performed, a sermon preached, and one child », 
baptized, by myseli. Saturday morning, § ,, 
prayer was celebrated, and Mr. Morsef'y 
preached a sermon. Same day, evening§ }, 
prayergmd a sermon by myself. This day,§ » 
also, were baptized, four adults and four p 
children. On Sunday, August 20, divine§f j, 
service was performed, confirmation admin-§ 4 
istered to fourteen persons, and the sacrament p 
of the Lord’s supper to eighteen persons ; a p 
discourse was delivered by myself, on the }, 
obligation and efficacy of christian ordinances, 
Afiernéon of the same day, evening prayer, 
aod a sermon preached by myself. At early 
candle lighting, a third service, and the reve- 
rend Mr. Morse preached. 

“In all our services at St, Clairsville, | 
felt, sensibly, the blessings of divine grace, 
in disposing the hearts of the large congre- 
gations who attended, to apparent serious- 
ness and great decorum of behaviour. Sure- 
ly, thought I, the Lord is in this place, and 
will bless the ministration of his word and 
sacraments.” 

“From St. Clairsville, we proceeded, 
through Harrisville, to Mr. Finley's, the old 
man of whom I spake to you with so much 
interest, in a former communication. We 
found him yet alive in spirit, in faith, and 
good works; though in body, by reason of 
the palsy, almost a tenant of the grave. 
To attempt a full description of this second 
visitation to this venerable man and his nu- 
merous and affectionate family, would re- 
semble romance rather than a grave discourse 
of useful facts. { cannot, therefore, indulge 
myself in it. ‘ 

“ Though it was late in the day when we § 
arrived, yet the family and neighbours, to 
a considerable distance, were quickly i- 
formed, and as quickly assembled. Divine 
service was parbemed, and a sermon aud 
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exhortation given, the same evening. 
must be recollected, that these pious fami- 
lies are situated in the woods, ten miles from 


"'St. James’s church, to which they belong. 


This distance almost precludes a great por- 
tion of them from attending divine services, 
at St. James’s, were even those regularly 
and constantly performed there; but when 
it is remembered that this church is open 
but a small portion of the year, the neigh- 


“f bourhood “of the Finleys may be considered 


as almost destitute. In their ardent desires 
for the means of grace, how lamentable that 
they cannot be supplied! How much good 
could a pious minister do here! But they 
lack the means, at present, of his support; 
consequently, their case is almost hopeless. 
Twenty communicants received the blessed 
sacrament of the Lord’s supper, on this day, 
the twenty-second, it Mr. Finley’s cabin ; 
an address was made on christian duties, 
by myself; and the morning prayers were 
read, and a child baptized, by the reverend 
Mr. Morse. How interesting these duties 
here, amid such a family! The venerable 
man, like Jacob, surrounded by bis@ffspring, 
praying for blessings on their heads, exhort- 
ing to good works, afid leading the way to 
the kingdom of glory. Craving the episco- 
pal blessing, and, with ‘tears, wishing pros- 
perity to the church of God, the good man 
bade us farewell” 

“On Wednesday, the 23d of August, we 
ministered in the little church of St. James’s, 
built in the woods, in the township of Cross 
Creek, through the instrumentality of the 
reverend Dr. Doddridge, who, though resid- 
ing in Virginia, by letters missionary from 
the bishop of Ohio, officiates some part of 
the time in this interesting parish. The 
congregation was large, and devout in their 
deportment. Mr. Morse read the prayers ; 
the sermon and address, on christian duties, 
were delivered by myself. Thirty-seven 
received the Lord’s supper, and eighteen 
were confirmed. The reverend Dr. Dod- 
dtidge mformed me, that the communicants 
in this church were nearly double this num- 
ber, but many of them, living at a great 
distance, could not attend. For their unit- 
ed zeal in the service of Christ, may the 
Lord remember this parish for good. May 
the means of grace be more abundantly af- 
forded them, and they themselves edified in 
piety and true godliness.” 

“My duties made me hasten through 
Warren to Windsor, where, on the second 
of September, I met_with the reverend Mr. 
Searle, and with him held divine service the 
same evening ; and the next day, Sunday, 
third of September, morning and evening 
services were performed, and six persons 
received confirmation. Through some ditl- 
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culty in obtaining the elements, the Lo, 
supper was, with great regret, omitted. 
Monday, the congregation again assembled ; 
divine service was performed, and a sermon 
delivered. The people seemed impressed, 
and disposed to act, in future, with unan- 
imity and zeal in the cause of religion. With 
many wishes for the prosperity of this little 
flock, | bade them adieu; and on Tuesday 
the fifth of September, heid divine service in 
Rome, a setti@ment about twelve miles from 
Windsor. The reverend Mr. Searle read 
prayers, and myself delivered the sermon. 
There are only two members of our com- 
munion in ihis place.” 

“ Thursday, the 14th of September, confir- 
mation was administered to twelve persons, in 
the parish of Trinity charch, Brooklyn, op- 
posite Cleveland, and the holy communion 
to the same number, The same day, } visit- 
ed a sick person, and held much religious 
conversation with the people of this interesting 
paris® ‘The reverend Mr. Searle having pro- 
ceeded on to Medina, I held, on the fifteenth, 
divine service, and preached a funeral ser- 
mon in Brooklyn; and, before I leave speak- 
ing of the small flock in this place, | must 
express my heart-feit approbation of their pi- 
ous and correct zeal, and my ardent prayers, 
that it may be crowned with success.” 

“ From Medina, I went to Liverpool, a set- 
tlement on Rocky river, to the north west. 
Here I found the neighbourhood in great 
distress, by reason of recent deaths, and pre- 
sent alarming sickness. Some personss who, 
last year, were in good health, and manifested 
great zeal for the church, and kindness to me, 
were now no more. I visited and prayed 
with the sick, and endeavoured to comfort the 
mourners, on the evening of the eighteenth 
and morning of the nineteenth of September. 
At eleven o'clock, of the nineteenth, the reve- 
rend Mr. Searle having again joined me, di- 
vine service was performed, and the holy 
communion was admiggstered to as many as, 
in duty to the sick, could attend ; and four 
persons were confirmed.” 

‘* Having travelled, on horseback, in this 
tour, 875 miles, and overcome so many difii- 
culties, I felt an impression of religious grati- 
tude, to Him, who spareth in mercy, directeth 
our path, and helpeth our infirmities, too deep 
and exquisite to be expressed.” 

** Having mentioned Portsmouth, a flour- 


@shing place at the junction of the Sciota 


with the Ohio river, I should not obtrude 
any additional observations concerning it,- 
were it not for the increased interest which 
that place excited, by a secdnd visit during 
this last year. An unusual spirit of religious 
inquiry, as to the apostolick means of sal- 
vation, seems here to lead to very happy 
results. It needs but the divine blessing on 
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the performance of our primitive services 
among them, even but a portion of the time, 
to ensure great success to the church in this 
place. On this second visitation, my services 
were almost incessant. Oa Sunday, the tenth 
of December, four adults and three children 
were baptized ; eight persons were confirm- 
ed, and the holy communion was adminis- 
tered to an increased number. Amidst many 
inquiries, * when will you come again to see 
us? and when are we to have the stated 
means of grace ??—I left this infant society, 
with many prayers in their behalf.” 

* At Circleville, | performed service on 
the 18th, and on the 19th arrived at my 
dwelling in this place. In all this year, I 
have travelled, on horseback, 1279 miles; 
confirmed !74 persons ; baptized many adu'ts 
and infants; and, with the assistance of the 
reyerend gentlemen betore mentioned, have 
performed divine service and preached eighty- 
two tunes 

“In performing this almost continual, and 
very fatiguing duty, | have found my « onsti- 
tution much impaired, and my voice, as you 
may now witness, alinost gone.” 

In consequence of this. view of the spiritual 
wauts of the diocese, the bishop recommend- 
ed tu the convention, first, to form @ diocesan 
missionary society; secondly, to frame and 
present, by an authorized person, to the bish- 
ops, an address, praymg for liberty to solicit, 
from the congregations and individuals in their 
respective dioceses, contributions for the sup- 
port “of missionaries ; and, t) irdly, that they 
should join in recommending the appointment 
of a day of fasting, humiliation, and prayer, in 
which all the members of the diocese might, 
** more particularly, beseech the great Head 
of the church, to take pity on that part of his 
mystical body, which ie has begun to rear in 
this western country ; that he would guard and 
eons) it from the power of the enemy ; that 
1¢ would not leave it comforiless, to perish for 
the lack of heavenly fo6d ; but send forth, and 
maintain, faithful ministers, to guide, foster, 
and feed it, lest it become, even now, in its 
infant state, extinct, and be no more seen.” 

These recommendations were concurred in 
by the convention. A society was organized, 
the constitution of which is inserted on the 
journals, and the bishop was requested to pre- 
pare and transmit an address to the bishops, 
and also to appoint a day for the purpose of 
humiliation, fasting and prayer. 

Parochial Reports. 


In & parishes 189 families, 


In 10 do. 257 communicants, 
In 10 do. 151 baptisms, 

In 3 do, 7 marriages, 

in 7 do. 30 funerals, 

In 1 deo. 120 Sunday scholars. 






The resolution of the house of bishops in 
$17, on the purity of the church and the piety 
of its members, was made the basis of two 
resolutions on the same subject by the con- 
venuon. 

The standing committee for the ensuing 
year, are 

Clergy—the reverend R. Searle, Medina ; 
S. Johnston, Cincinnati; J. Morse, Zanes. 
ville; ‘I’. A. Osborne, Cincinnati. 

Latty—ir. B, Gardiner, Columbus ; B, 
Wells, Steubenville ; J. H. Crane, Dayton ; 
N. M. Brunson, Medina. 

The sixth article of the constitution as 
amended by tiie last annual convention, was 
adopted, as was also a canon for the trial of 


















































clergymen. 

ine constitution and canons ; proceedings 
in organizing the missionary socety ; form of 
constitution of auxiliary societies ; and an ad- 
dress of the bishop to the members of the 
chureh in Ohio, appomting the last Frid ‘5 10 
August as a day of fasting, Humihation, and 
prayer, together with the order of service, and 
a spt cial prayel for the occ aston, ure anmnexca, 
as an app ndix to the proceedings of the con- 
vention. 


New Hampshire. 


Abstract of the proceedings of the profestant 
episcopal church of th state of New 
Hompshire, im convention at Hopkint ny 

August 15, 18.1. 

liev. Robert Fowle, President, and Albe 
Cady, bkeq. Secretory. 

From the re port of tiv committee to whom 
were referred the parochial returns, it ap- 
pears, 

That in Saint John’s church, in Ports- 
mouth, of which the reverend Charles Bur- 
roughs ts rector, there have been, since the 
convention ot 1620, twenty baptisms, six 
marriages, ten deaths ; seventy-five children 
attend Sunday school; number of communi- 
cants about seventy-live ; number of fannhes 
about eizhty. 

That in Union church, in Claremont, of 
which the reverend James B. Howe 15s rec- 
tor, there have been, since the last conven- 
tion, eighteen baptisms, six Marringes, ten 
deaths —one bundred commumeants. The 
old church has been enlarged; the altaz, 
reading desk, and pulpit have been handsome- 
ly decorated by the munificence of a lady be- 
longing to the parish. In anew brick church, 
lately purchased by a few individuals, a pair 
of glass chandeliers have been placed—a 
present from a gentleman of Boston. 

That in Trinity church, in Holderness, of 
which the reverend Robert Fowle is rectos, 
there have been, since the commencement of 
1819, thirteen baptisms, seven marriages, and 
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éleven deaths, that. there are thirty-six fami- 
lies,twenty communicants,one Sunday school, 
and twenty catechumens. 

That in Christ church, ir Hopkinton, 
there have been, since the last convention, 
six baptisins; there are nineteen communi- 
cants, and about the same fimber of families. 

That, during the past year, divine service 
has been regularly performed at Hopkinton 
and Concord, alternately, by the reverend 
Joha t.. Blake, who settled with his family 
in Voncord, in November last. 

‘That the members of the church in Hop- 
kinton are eminently distinguished for their 
commendable zeal, and their strict attention 
to the rubricks: that the society in Concord 
is now furnished with a convenient chapel, 
fitted up with pews, &c. and that the congre- 
gation is increasing. 

The standing committee, for the ensuing 
year, is composed of the reverend C. Bur- 
roughs, reverend J. B. Howe, reverend J. L. 
Blake, honourable John Harris, and John Q. 
Ballard, Esquire 

Voted, That, in the opizion of the members 
of this convention, it is inexpedieut to make 
the alteration in the first article of the consti- 
tution of the protestant episcopal 
the United States proposed at the last gene- 
raj convention of said church. 

Ordered, That the next annual convention 
be holden at Claremont, on the Thursday 
next following the commencement at Dart- 
mouth college, in August next. 

The convention recommend to the several 
churches in this state, the circulation of thre 
Gospel Advocate, a pamphiet printed mouth- 
ly at Boston, and conducted by severai ¢en- 
tlemen of the 
cheap work, containing much vajuable reli- 
gious instruction. 


“urch of 


eastern diocese—as bemg a 


Vermont. 

On Wednesday, the 27th of June, the an- 
nual convention of the protestant epis¢ pal 
church, in the state of Vermont, was held 
in Immanuel church, Bellows’ Falls. Divine 
service was celebrated by the reverend Mr. 
Clapp, of Shelburne ; and a discourse, well 
adapted to the occasion, was delivered by 
the right reverend the bishop of the eastern 
diocese. The holy communion was then ad- 
ministered ; when the convention proceeded 
to business. From the parochial reports, it 
appeared the state of the church, at no an- 
tecedent period, had been more flattering. 
Several new churches were represented in 
convention. A society was organized, the 
object of which is to employ missionaries in 
the vacant churches of the episcopal com- 
munion within the state. The constitution, 
together with an address on the subject of 
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missions, has been printed, and extensiy ely 
circulated, 


North Carolina. 


Since the publication of our last numbe. %, 
we have received the journal of the coaven - 
tion of North Carolina, held at the city c f 
Raleigh, from April 28 to May 2,1821. W 2 
extract from it the “ Report of the commit - 
tee on the state of the church,” which con - 
tuins a summary of most of their proceeding? . 

* Report of the committee on the state o f 
the church. 

“ ‘fo present a clear and extended state » 
ment of the cendition of the church in th t& 
siaie, and of the increasing prosperity whic! 4, 
through the divine blessing, appears to awe it 
it, the committee have Uiought it expedier a 
to take a retrospe live view of its conditio: a, 


since its being first organized in the yer ar 
1817, to the present time, exhibiting its sti te 
as at this day, and showlog our reasons f or 
beheving th Mt, threuch the grace of Godac 


ying it, as hitherto, its borders w iil 
be more eniarged, and the number oi its pio us 
sons be Very greatly increased. 

* jt appears from the minutes of our com- 
ventions, that the organization of the charch, 
i this state, took place in Newvern, on Apri 
24, 1917, when it was-fonnd that the follow. 
ing clergy had cures in this state, and formed, 
with their congregations, the constituent parts 
of the convention: reverend Bethel Judd, 
of st. John’s church, Fayetteville ; reverend 
Jehu Curtis Clay, of Chrisi’s church, New- 
hern; and reverend Adam Empie, of St. 
Jomes’s church, Wilmington. There were 
also lay representatives from each of these 
congregations. 

* At this convention, no report was mac® 
on the state of the several congregations. Ai 
constitution was formed ; a standing comnit— 
tee appointed, and a missionary society insti- 
tuted. 

“The next convention assembled in Fay- 
etteville, on the second of April, 1818. The 
same clergy were present, with the exception 
of reverend Mr. Clay, whose place was. 
supplied by the reverend Mr. Mason. Dar- 
ing this convention, the congregation of St. 
Jude’s church, Orange county, was receiwed 
into the union, and Robert Davis, the dele- 
gate therefrom, took his seat. . During this 
session, bishop Moore’s acquiescence in the 
request made hifh at the last convention, to 
undertake the charge of this diocese, \was 
officially received. 

‘ The third convention metin Wilmingt on, 
April 22, 1819, right reverend Richard C. 
Moore being present. Of the clergy, w ere 
also present, reverend A. Empie, rever wd 
John Avery, reverend Gregory T. Bed: 24, 
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rtverend R. S, Mason, and reverend John 
Phillips, three of whom had moved into the 
state since the last convention. Lay dele- 
gates also attended from the five congrega- 
tions. During this session, the followimg 
congregations were admitted into unioa with 
the convention : St. Mary’s church, Orange 
county ; Trinity church, Tarborough ; and St. 
John’s church, Williamsborough. 

* The fourth annual convention was held 
in Edenton, April 25th, 1820. The bishop, 
four presbyters, and one deacon, attended. 
Lay delegates from four congregations.— 
Messrs. William Hooper and ‘Thomas Wright 
were admitted deacons, and reverend R. §. 
Mason to the priesthood. A number of can- 
didates for orders were also received. 

*¢ At the present convention, the bishop 
and seven clergymen atiended, and twelve 
lay delegates. four new congregations have 
been adinitted into union. Messrs. Robert 
Davis and William Greea have been ordained 
deacons, and reverend Robert J. Miller, of 
the Lutheran church, both deacon and priest. 

“ The number of communicants, this year, 
is 332; baptisms 76; marriages 2U; funerals 
40. 

‘“¢ From the several statements collected, it 
appears, that there has been an increase of 
seven congregations; that the clergy of the 
diocese now amount to ten; and that the 
number of communicants has increased from 
seventy-one to three hundred and thirty-two." 

ix persons have been in this ‘state ordained 

eacons, and two priesis. 

“ But not only has the church obtained an 
outward degree of prosperity, altogether un- 
looked for, but also, we have reason to think, 
the principlestand practices cf true and genu- 
ine piety have acquired, and are still acqnir- 
ing additional influence in our communion, 
A desire for being christians, in deed and in 
truth, a hungering and thirsting after righteous- 
ness, is more and more prevailing ; and may 
God of his mercy finish the work he has 
commenced. 

‘““A very interesting communication has 
this session been laid before the committee, 
on the subject of a union between that truly 
respectable denomination, the Jutherans, and 
our church. To carry this measure into 
effect, the committee propose the following 
resolution. ' 

“ Resolved, That a committee consisting of 
three persons, two clerical, a! one lay mem- 
ber, be appointed to meet the synod of the 
lutheran church, to consider of, and agree 





« * This is the number reported. We have 
some churches from whom we had no report ; 
coasequently, 332 falls short of the actual 
number.” 
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upon such terms of union, as may tend to the 
mutual advantage and welfare of both church- 
es, not inconsistent with the constitution and 


canons of this church, or the protestant epis- 


copal church in the United States. 

“Jn considering the circumstances above 
alluded to, have_wegnot the greatest cause to 
glority God? Who does not see the hand of 
God m these things? Had we.not been left 
a very small remnant, we should have been 
as Sodom, and extinct as Gomorrah. 

*“* But our borders are greatly enlarged ; 
and our gratitude should be proportionably 
increased. Our spiritual mother, who so long 
lay im sackcloth and ashes, Washing, with her 
tears, the foot of the dilapidated altars of our 
God, raises her head with a smile of hope ; 
the still small voice of peace is neard amidst 
the storm which broke around. The thun- 
ders have ceased : the sun of her prosperity 
breaks forth, O ! may that sun no more 
godown; neither may her moon withdraw 
itself; but may the Lord be her everlasting 
light, and her God her glory. 

“The committee propose the following 
canon for adoption : ; 

** Any association of ten or more adults, 
consent»ig to adopt and be governed by the 
constitution and canons of this church, assum- 
jug some name by which their church or pa- 
rish may be designated ; appointing a vestry 
of four or more persohs to manage the tem- 
poral concerns of their body, and also a 
delegation of any number of persons, not 
exceeding four, may be received into union 
with this church ; and their delegates shall 
be entitled to seats in this convention, on 
producing a written certificate, signed by 
the vestry, stating that the above conditions 
had been complied with.” 

The reverend Adam Empie, reverend G, 
T. Bedell, and Duncan Cameron, esquire, 
were appointed a committee to attend the 
lutheran synod, agreeably to the resolution 
contained in the foregoing report. The most 
interesting circumstance which occurfed, 
during the session of the convention, was the 
admission of a lutheran minister to holy 
orders, and the prospect opened of a: union 
of the lutherans with the episcopate.— 
We fear, however, that the pertinacious at- 
tachment to long-formed habits, gnd, espe- 
cially, the unwillingness, among some of the 
lutherans, to give up the use of the German 
language in publick worship, will retard this 
very desirable event. 

A resolution was passed, that it is expe- 
dient to create a permanent and adequate 
fund for the support of a bishop, and a large 
committee appointed to receive donations 
and subscriptions for that purpose. 

The standing committee, for the ensuing 
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year, are, the reverend Adam Empie, of Wil- 
mington, and the reverend G. T. Bedell, John 
A. Cameron, Roliert Strange, and Charles 
T. Haigh, of Fayetteville. 

Delegates to the general convention are, 
reverend Messrs. Adam Empie, John Avery, 
Richard S. Mason, and G. 'T. Bedell, of the 
clergy ; and Duncan Cameron, J. A. Came- 
ron, John Stanley, and Josixh Collins, es- 
quires, of the laity. 

The next convention is to be held in the 
same city, on the 18th day of April, 1822. 





Christ church, Newbern, North Carolina. 
—The corner stone of a new church was laid 
in Newbern, North Carolina, -on the 5th day 
ofJuly. On this occasion, divine service was 
performed in the old church, immediately 
akter which, the congregation repaired to the 
site of the new church, when an interesting 
address was delivered by the reverend Ri- 
chard S. Mason, rector of Christ church, by 
whom the corner stone was laid. Christ 
church is to be a spacious brick edifice, and 
when completed will reflect great credit upon 
the individuals, by whose liberality it is erect- 
ed.—Christian J ofrnal. 





From the Sheffield Mercury, England, July 
- 21, 1821. 

We understand that some of our most 
popular poets are em»loyed in framing hymns 
and psalms, for the use of the established 
church of England. The design is, as far 
as we can collect, different from others with 
which our readers must be acquainted; the 
intention being, that the psalm of the day 
should coincide with the lesson which it fol- 
lows ; in other words, that the sentiment in 
each should be the same. Independently of 
such benefit as may result from this plan, the 
assistance of sir W. Scott, Messrs. Crabbe, 
Southey, Milman, Heber, Wrangham, and 
others, will necessarily confer a character on 
the verse, which religious poetry has long 
wanted. 


a 


POLITICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


On the 19th of August, the coronation of 
George 1v. was celebrated with great splen- 
dour. We have not room fora particwar ac- 
count of the ceremony. We select the fol- 
lowing, as the most interesting part. 

When the king entered Westminster abbey, 
a solemn anthem was sung by three hundred 
performers. The king then ascended to the 
theatre, opposite the altar, and knelt in pri- 
vate devotion. The beat of the weather was 
excessive, and he appeared distressed almost 
to fainting, under his ponderous robes. After 
resting some time, however, he moved through 
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the church, made his obeisance to the throne, 
knelt a second time, in prayer, and thea 
took a seat in a chair near the throne. The 
solemn ceremonies then commenced with an 
anthem. These were followed by the cere- 
mony of recognition of the king, with plau- 
dits, as the undoubted monarch of the realm. 
Then the ceremony of oblation took place— 
the king uncovering at the altar, kneeling and 
delivering a wedge of gold to the archbishop, 
repeating, “* thou shalt not appear before the 
Lord thy Godempty.”? The coronation oath 
was then administered; then followed the 
anointing, according to the canonical law; 
then the presentation of the swords and 
spurs; then the act of placing the crown 
on the king’s head; then the presentation of 
the holy bible, and the investiture of the 
armill, the robes, and the ring. All these 
were followed by suitable exhortations—ail 
pronounced by the archbishop. ‘The king, 
thus anointed and crowned, was then enthron- 
ed, and received the homage of the princes 
of the blood royal, the archbishops, bishops, 
peers, &c. Prayers, anthems, confessions, 
and the communion followed; and the exer- 
cises were closed by a sermon, delivered by 


* the archbishop of Canterbury. Text—“ the 


God of Israel said, the rock of Israel spake 
to me, he that ruleth over men must be just, 
ruling in the fear of God. And he shall be 
as the light of the morning when the sun 
riseth, even a morning without clouds, as the 
tender grass springing out of the earth by 
clear shining after rain.” The disrobing of 
the king, and other ceremonies having taken 
place, the procession was re-formed, and re- 
turned to Westminster hall, in much the same 
order as before, to partake of the coronation 
banquet. Soon after the coronation, the 
king left England, on a visit to Ireland, where 
he was received with enthusiastick loyalty. 

The coronation was celebrated in Sheffield, 
(England,) ion a splendid manner ; and, among 
other ceremonies of the day, we notice the 
laying of the corner stone of a new church, 
called St. George’s church, with solemn and 
appropriate religious and masonick ceremo- 
nies. 

The following prayer and hymn were pre- 
pared for the occasion : 


The Prayer. 
ALMIGHTY, everlasting, and most merciful 


, Lord God, whom the heaven and heaven of 


heavens cannot contain, we, thy humble ser- 
vants, bless thy boly name, for that thou hast 
vouchsafed to have thy habitation with the 
sons of men, and to dwell among them in 
temples which are made with hands. Thou 
didst graciously command the children of 
Israel, thy people, to make for thee a sanc- 
tuary, and dispose the hearts of thy servants, 
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David and Solomon, to build thee a house 
which thou mightest fill with thy glory ; and, 
when that was destroyed, didst in after time 
cause another to be raised, of greater glory, 
-being beautified and addrned with the bodily 
presence of thy blessed Son our only Saviour 
Jesus Christ; and thou dost still declare, that 
where two or three are gathered together in 
thy name, there art thou in the mdst of 
them. We praise thee, O Lord, for causing 
us to live in a land where so many temples 
are dedicated unto thee, the true God. And 
while we further laud and magnily thy name 
for disposing the hearts of the rulers of thy 
people in our own days to increase their nym- 
ber through the lead, we desire in an especial 
manner to praise thee for thy mercy and 
goodness in bringing us together, at this time, 
to lay the foundation-stone of one to be raised 
among ourselves. O theu-Author and Giver 
of eyery good gift, thou Maker and builder 
of all things, prosper, we pray thee, this werk 
of our hands, and further if with thy most 
gracious favour and continual biessing ; that 
in this, and all our works, becun, contiaued, 
and ended in thee, we may ‘glorily thy holy 
name!—And whilst thou art preparing this 
house of prayer and of praise, do thou, whé 
hast the hearts of all men in thy rule and 
governance, prepare and make ready the 
hearts of those who shall assemble within 
its sacred walls, that there may be a people 
prepared for the Lord, who siail offer uato 
thee spiritual sacrifices acceptable through 
Jesus Christ; in whom may all the budding, 
fitly framed together, grow up a holy temple 
unto thee! M: y all who shall be called to 
minister in holy things, and all who shall wat 
upon thee in the ordinances of thy house, so 
worship thee here, in spirit and 1p truth, that 
they may hereafter be admitted to a better 
temple above, a house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens ! 

Hear our intercessions, likewise, in behalf 
of those whom thy grace hath disposed to 
strengthen the gates of Zion, and to build up 
the walls of Jerusalem. O thou, by whom 
kings reign and princes execate judgment, 
thou King of kings and Lord of lords, behold 
with thy favour thy chosen servant, our most 
gracious sovereign lord king George! Grant 
that he, (knowjug whose minister he is,) may 
above all things seek thy honour and glory, 
and that we, and all his subjects, (duly con- 
sidering whose authority he hath,) may faith- 
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fully serve, honour, and humbly obey him, in 
thee and for thee, according to thy blessed 
word and ordimance! Sanctify,unto him, 
and unto his people, the solemnities of this 
day! May the crown flourish which is now 
placed upon bis bead! Establish his throne 
in righteousness, and Jong continue him_a nurs- 
ing father to thy church and people! And 
when, at the last, it shall please thee to gather 
him unto his fathers, end fis earthly domin- 
ion shall come to an end, receive him unto a 
kingdom that shall never be moved, and give 
unto him a crown of righteousness and glory 
which fadeth not away! Grant this for the 
sake and through the mediation of Jesus 
Christ, our mest blessed Lord and Saviour ! 


Occasional Hymn. 


Lorp of Hosts ! to thee we raise 

tiere a house of prayer and praise ; 

‘Thou thy people’s hearts prepare, 

Here to offer praise and prayer. 

Let the living here be fed 

With thy word, the heavenly bread ; 

Here, in hope of glory blest, 

May the dead be laid to rest ; 

Here to thee a temmplastand, 

While the sea shall gird the Jand ; 

Here reveal thy mercy sure, 

While the sun and moon endure. 

Hallelujaht—earth and sky 

To the joyful sound reply ; 

Hallelujah }—hence ascend 

Prayer and praise tl! ume shall end. 

It was computed, that twenty thousand 
persons were present. On this occasion 
ulso, sixty aged men received a coat and 
hat each, with two shillings and six pence, 
in inoney; and three hundred aged females, 
two shillings and six pence each, in money, 
by the liberality or several incorporated aad 
other societies. The expense of St. George's 
church is to be defrayed from the fuad of 
one million. sterling, appropriated by parlia- 
ment for the erection of buildings for the 
established church throughout the king- 
dom. . 

The Queen died August 7. Her remains, 
according to her directions, have been con- 
veyed to the continent. 

The present situation of the Greeks and 
Turks is peculiarly interesting to christians. 
The latest accounts are vague and contra- 
dictory. We wait with impatience, for fur- 
ther information. 


— 


FRRATUM. 


Present humber, page 302, col. 1, line 29, in some copies for secure, read sincere. 
















